
Aid in Danger Incident Trends 
KIK incidents in which aid workers were killed, injured, kidnapped or 
assaulted

This overview document presents available information on KIK incidents1 that affected aid agencies and 
their staff.2 The report is based on incidents identified by Insecurity Insight's monitoring of open sources and 
reported by Aid in Danger partner agencies using the Security in Numbers Database (SiND).  

The available open-source and confidentially shared information is an indication of the number of aid 
workers killed, injured or kidnapped in the first quarter of 2018. However, no claim is made that the total 
number of aid workers affected has been documented or is known. 

Total KIK figures for January-March 2018 are available on HDX. 

153 aid workers were reportedly killed, injured or kidnapped in 63 incidents in 17 
countries. 

January-March

2018

  Over 20 reported incidents  	       5-19 reported incidents	      Under five reported incidents 

Country Reported 
incidents

Syria 27
South Sudan 9
DRC 5
CAR 4
Afghanistan 2
Kenya 2
Mali 2
Somalia 2
Yemen 2
Azerbaijan 1
Bangladesh 1
Cambodia 1
Libya 1
Nigeria 1
Pakistan 1
Peru 1
Tanzania 1

#NotATarget

https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-kik-country-incident-data
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Killed 
•	 66 aid workers were reportedly killed in 37 incidents in ten countries. 

•	 The highest numbers of deaths occurred in Syria, where 28 aid workers were killed 
by aerial bombing, nine by mortar shelling, two by stray bullets and one by a Syrian 
regime forces sniper. Nearly half were killed while providing humanitarian aid 
(19). 

•	 Four aid workers were killed, one kidnapped and one injured in a Boko Haram attack 
on an IDP camp in Nigeria. 

•	 Four aid workers were shot and killed by suspected ex-Seleka members at an illegal 
checkpoint in Ouham prefecture in the CAR.

•	 Three aid workers were killed and two injured by an anti-tank landmine in Azerbaijan.   

•	 Two aid workers were shot and killed in home and NGO compound invasions in 
Nigeria and South Sudan. 

•	 Two NGO polio vaccination workers were killed and two injured by Pakistani Taliban-
affiliated Jamaatul Ahrar militants in a vehicle ambush. 

•	 One aid worker was killed in an al-Shabaab VBIED attack in Somalia. 

Injured 
•	 50 aid workers were reportedly injured in 16 incidents in eight countries. 

•	 The highest numbers of injuries occurred in Afghanistan, where 27 were injured in an 
ISIS attack on an INGO compound. Four aid workers were also killed in this incident, 
which reportedly lasted eight hours. The INGO was forced to temporarily suspend its 
activities.

•	 11 aid workers were injured by aerial bombing and mortar shelling in Syria attributed 
to Syrian and Russian forces. 

•	 One aid worker was shot and injured in an NGO vehicle ambush in Kenya. 

•	 In South Sudan, a UN-contracted driver's assistant was reportedly shot and injured 
by SPLA soldiers who had stopped the vehicle and demanded transportation. The 
driver and assistant refused. The soldier who shot the assistant was reportedly later 
arrested. 

This overview document presents available information on KIK incidents1 that affected aid agencies and their 
staff.2 
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This document is part of the Aid in Danger project. It is published by Insecurity Insight and funded by European Union Humanitarian Aid, and 
USAID through Save the Children US. Data collection is ongoing and data may change as more information is made available. Where the number 
of staff affected is unspecified, one is counted.
Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2018. 'KIK incidents, January-Matrch 2018, v. May 2018'. Vevey, Switzerland: Insecurity Insight, Aid 
in Danger Project.
1 KIK incidents: Any incident that resulted in a staff member being killed, injured or kidnapped. Includes: beaten, kidnapped, killed, missing, 
tortured, and wounded. 
In our coding, assaults describe violence against staff where no specific injuries are reported. Injuries count the number of aid workers explicitly 
described as having sustained injuries. Most injuries are inflicted with either firearms or explosive weapons. Many assaults are carried out with 
body parts (fists, feet) or objects. 
2 In our coding, an aid worker is defined as an individual employed by or attached to a humanitarian, UN, international, national, or government 
aid agency.

Kidnapped 
•	 29 aid workers were reportedly kidnapped in 15 incidents in 13 countries. 

•	 The highest numbers of kidnappings occurred in South Sudan, where seven aid workers 
were abducted by SPLA-IO forces while part of a convoy delivering supplies in Central 
Equatoria state.

•	 66% of affected aid workers reportedly remain in captivity (19/29).

•	 Two aid workers were kidnapped and killed by unidentified gunmen in the DRC; 
one other aid worker was released unharmed in the incident. 

•	 Three aid workers were reportedly released following their abductions in Libya and 
the CAR (2 and 1, respectively). 

•	 Three aid workers were victims of 'express kidnappings' in Kenya, Peru and Tanzania 
and forced to withdraw money from ATMs for their release. The aid worker in Kenya 
was also drugged and the one in Peru was physically assaulted. 

•	 A ransom demand was made for the release of one aid worker who was kidnapped and 
held for three days by members of the Front Populaire pour la Renaissance de 
Centrafrique (FPRC) in the CAR.  

Assaulted
•	 Eight aid workers were reportedly assaulted in five incidents in South Sudan (6), Syria 

and Yemen (1 each). 

•	 Four national NGO staff members in South Sudan were assaulted by youths. Reports 
suggest that the motives were related to perceived lack of employment opportunities.

•	 One aid worker in Syria was reportedly physically assaulted by a policeman demanding 
aid kits during an aid distribution session

•	 The identity of the perpetrator in Yemen is unclear.
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