On the 23 June 2023 the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) carried out a horrendous and shocking attack on a school in Uganda: In the early evening, ADF rebels detonated a bomb at an
NGO-supported school in Mpondwe, Kasese, and shot or killed at least 20 students and left a further 17 to burn to death. They also abducted six other students while killing a school guard.
It is alleged that the school owners were involved in a dispute with the NGO operating the school and may have collaborated with the ADF.

According to Insecurity Insight's monitoring, the ADF has attacked education at least eight times in the DRC and Uganda between 1 January 1998 and 30 June 2023. The majority of such
events occurred close to the DRC-Uganda border but on the fringes of areas where the ADF is most active. Seven of the attacks have occurred since 2018. However, the same group
reportedly also attacked a school in Uganda in 1998. Originally based in western Uganda, the ADF relocated to neighbouring DRC in 2021 having reportedly pledged allegiance to IS in
2019. The ADF's attacks on education fit into the group's broader pattern of violence against civilians.The Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) reports 122 targeted
ADF attacks against civilians between 1 January and 30 June 2023, all occuring in North Kivu and lturi in the DRC and Kasese in Uganda, shown in blue below. In these incidents, 645
people are reported to have been killed and many more abducted.
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December 2021: A
teacher was severely
injured by the ADF in
Njiapanda-Bela,
Mambasa, lturi.

June 2021: A female teacher
was killed and dozens of
school children were
kidnapped by the ADF in
Mayi-Moya, North Kivu.

Ituri

October 2019: Students
from the Oicha region
were stopped and
tortured by the ADF in
Beni, North Kivu.
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University buildings

attacked an area in
Beni, North Kivu.
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Lake Albert

September 2022: A male
teacher was killed by
ADF gunfire along the
Mbau-Kamango road,
North Kivu.

Kasese

June 1998: Students were burned
alive inside their dormitories and
others were kidnapped by the ADF
at the Kichwamba National Technical
Institute in Kaborole.

Uganda

June 2021: Money was stolen by
the ADF from a businessman at
Green Hill Academy in Kampala.

Kaborole

Lake Edward

June 2023: At least 20 students
were shot or killed and a further
17 burnt to death when the ADF
detonated a bomb at a school in
in Mpondwe, Kasese. A school
guard was killed and six students
were also abducted.
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. Reported attacks on education (01 January 1998-30 June 2023). Source:!1998-2023 DRC and UGA Education in Danger Incident Data by Insecurity Insight. |

- Conflict violence attributed to the ADF targeting civilians (01 January-30 June 2023). Deeper blue shows the clustering of such violence. Source: Armed Conflict Location
and Event Data Project (ACLED), www.acleddata.com. Access date: 14/07/2023.
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