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Letter from the Chair

The year 2023 was a grim one for violence inflicted on health care. In 2022, the
Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition identified the highest number of incidents
since we began reporting. Yet in 2023 the number was 25% greater, exceeding 2,500.

The intensity of conflicts characterized by pervasive attacks on health care in recent
years declined somewhat in 2023, including in Syria, Yemen, and the Tigray region
of Ethiopia. As a result, it might also have been expected that the global trend of
violence against health care would turn downward. Instead, from the first days of two
new and catastrophic wars, one in Sudan and the other between Israel and Hamas, health care came under
ferocious assault. In both conflicts warring parties killed health workers, attacked facilities, and destroyed
health care systems. Meanwhile, attacks on health care in Myanmar and Ukraine continued at a relentless
pace, in each case exceeding 1,000 since the start of the conflicts in 2021 and 2022, respectively. In many
chronic conflicts, fighting forces continued to kidnap and kill health workers and loot health facilities.

At the same time, new and disturbing trends emerged. In Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Gaza, Lebanon, Myanmar,
Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, and Yemen combatants employed drones to attack health clinics, hospitals, and
ambulances. In many conflicts, combatants violently entered hospitals or occupied them as sites from
which to conduct military operations, leading to injuries to and the deaths of patients and staff. In many
conflicts, the conduct of combatants revealed open contempt for their duty to protect civilians and health
care under international humanitarian law (IHL). Israel, while purporting to abide by IHL, promoted a view
of its obligations that, if accepted, would undermine the fundamental protections that IHL puts in place for
civilians and health care in war.

The one consistent feature of the attacks was continued impunity for these crimes. For more than a decade,
despite their repeated commitments, governments have failed to follow through on these commitments
and reform their military practices, cease arms transfers to perpetrators, and bring those responsible for
crimes to justice.

We need a new approach, starting with stronger leadership from UN agencies and governments willing to
join with civil society and the health care community to take far more assertive action to end the scourge of
violence against health care. Among other steps, they can press prosecutors domestically and internationally
to bring cases of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed against health care, to develop
political support for special tribunals to circumvent UN Security Council members’ vetoes of referrals to the
International Criminal Court, and restrict the sale of arms to forces that commit crimes.

There are some sources of hope. After years of lassitude, the World Health Organization has spoken
forcefully against vicious assaults on health facilities and health workers. Civil society groups are exerting
pressure to stop arms transfers to perpetrators of violence, while some militaries have launched initiatives
to reduce civilian casualties in war. Leaders must build on these initiatives. Ending the suffering of millions
of people depends on their doing so.

T [ o

Len Rubenstein
Chair, Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition
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REPORTED INCIDENTS AND MOST COMMONLY REPORTED CONCERNS

REPORTED HEALTH INCIDENTS WHERE HEALTH ACCESSTO
INCIDENTS WORKERS HEALTH FACILITIES WORKERS HEALTH CARE
KILLED DAMAGED OR ARRESTED OBSTRUCTED
DESTROYED
GAZA

498 | 143 | 124 | 162 | 76

WEST BANK AND EAST JERUSALEM

183 3 9 59 | 91

\I; Source: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data

OVERVIEW

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) identified 761 incidents of violence against or
obstruction of health care in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) in 2023, compared to 172 in 2022. In
total, 498 incidents took place in the Gaza Strip, where 143 health workers were killed, 162 arrested, and
health facilities damaged or destroyed at least 124 times. Insecurity Insight recorded the 143 health worker
killings, cross-checked individual events and names, and did not re-report aggregate figures. The work of
collating a complete list of health workers killed based on information provided in different formats by
different organizations is ongoing. This cross-checking process is complex and is designed to avoid double
counting the same individuals in cases when sources report different victim information about the same
individual. The lack of a consistent standard for transcribing Arab names into Latin script-based languages
complicates the matching process. Other groups have cited higher numbers. Healthcare Workers Watch -
Palestine — an independent initiative — cited 398 health workers killed, while the UN reported 490. In the
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 183 incidents were recorded, 59 health workers were arrested, and
access to health care was obstructed on 91 occasions.! This factsheet is based on the dataset 2023 PSE
SHCC Health Care Data, which is available for download on the Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX).

THE CONTEXT

Following the October 7 attack on Israel by Hamas-led fighters, together with various armed groups and
armed individuals from Gaza (which is covered in the section on Israel), Israel launched Operation Swords
of Iron with an intense aerial bombing campaign and, later, ground raids into the Gaza Strip. After six
months of war, more than 33,000 Palestinians have been killed, the majority of whom are women and

CRITICAL CONDITION: VIOLENCE AGAINST HEALTH CARE IN CONFLICT | 2023 3


https://twitter.com/muhammadshehad2/status/1742956260310356282
https://twitter.com/muhammadshehad2/status/1742956260310356282
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-reported-impact-day-196
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/opt-violent-and-threatening-incidents-against-healthcare
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/opt-violent-and-threatening-incidents-against-healthcare
https://data.humdata.org/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/7/israels-war-on-gaza-six-relentless-months-of-death-and-destruction
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15503.doc.htm
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/opt-violent-and-threatening-incidents-against-healthcare
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/opt-violent-and-threatening-incidents-against-healthcare

Occupied Palestinian Territory

children, thousands more are missing under the rubble of collapsed buildings, more than 90% of Gaza’s
population are displaced, and much of the territory is in ruins. During these six months, the Israeli army,
has attacked numerous hospitals, and as a result, as of April 6, 2024 only ten out of 36 hospitals in Gaza
were still functioning at a limited capacity. Due to the total siege imposed on Gaza by the Israeli authorities
since October 9, 2023, hospitals and health centers have suffered from a severe lack of fuel, medical supplies,
and food.

Compared to 2022, political violence in the West Bank had increased by 50% prior to October 7 due to a rise
in settler violence and Israel Defense Forces (IDF) military raids, and the re-emergence of Palestinian armed
groups. Between January 1 and October 6, 2023, Israeli forces killed 205 Palestinians, including 40 children,
more than in any other year since 2005. Following October 7, attacks by Israeli settlers more than doubled
and Israeli military raids occurred on an almost daily basis, particularly on refugee camps. During these
raids, violence against health care and the destruction of roads and civilian infrastructure sharply increased.
Ambulances were frequently obstructed, and during military raids inside camps, particularly Jenin Refugee
Camp, Israeli forces surrounded various hospitals in the vicinity, obstructing access to health care and
threatening health workers and patients.

VIOLENCE AGAINST OR OBSTRUCTION OF HEALTH CARE IN 2023

Gaza Strip

At Ieast. 498 incidents of violence agalr?st or Violence against health care in the
obstruction of health care were recorded in the oPt 2023
Gaza Strip, with all but six occurring after October 7. i

In total, 489 incidents were attributed to the IDF, Conflicts in which violence against health care becomes
X . X L. a consistent pattern, frequently starts with extreme
including the Israel Border Police. Six incidents levels of violence against the health system.
involved six IDF military medics being killed during | 250

active fighting and another involved the bombing | 225

of Al-Ahli Arab Hospital on October 17. Responsibility | 200

has not been firmly established for these incidents.? |75

150

Hospitals and field hospitals were shelled by Israeli | %

artillery and tank fire and subjected to Israeli airand | '%°

missile strikes. The vicinity of hospitals and health 7

facilities were hit multiple times by airstrikes 20

destroying main roads and surrounding buildings 25

and hindering medical crews ability to reach 0

casualties and wounded Palestinians. Ambulance
drivers, doctors, dentists, gynecologists, hospital
staff, janitors, laboratory technicians, medical students, nurses, opticians, orthopedists, paramedics,
pharmacists, psychologists, physiotherapists, program heads/administrators, surgeons, and volunteers
from local humanitarian relief groups were killed, injured, and arrested. In several cases, entire families that
had multiple members who were medical professionals were killed in single attacks, usually while they
were at home.

J FMAMIJ JASONDIJ FM
2023 2024

Incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care were recorded in all five of Gaza's governorates
and were most frequent in Gaza City and North Gaza. Cases increased in the remaining three governorates

CRITICAL CONDITION: VIOLENCE AGAINST HEALTH CARE IN CONFLICT | 2023 4


https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15503.doc.htm
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/7/israels-war-on-gaza-six-relentless-months-of-death-and-destruction
https://oxfam.org/en/blogs/six-months-violence-and-siege-23-million-palestinians-gaza#:~:text=However%2C%20life%20for%20the%202.3,people%2C%20about%20180%20a%20day.
https://oxfam.org/en/blogs/six-months-violence-and-siege-23-million-palestinians-gaza#:~:text=However%2C%20life%20for%20the%202.3,people%2C%20about%20180%20a%20day.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68006607
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/apr/07/targeting-healthcare-workers-airstrikes-constant-fear-uk-doctors-gaza 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/04/1148316
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/10/israel-opt-israel-must-lift-illegal-and-inhumane-blockade-on-gaza-as-power-plant-runs-out-of-fuel/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67051292
https://acleddata.com/2023/12/14/the-resurgence-of-armed-groups-in-the-west-bank-and-their-connections-to-gaza/
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/22/while-fire-rages-gaza-west-bank-smolders
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-settler-attacks-fuel-fire-gaza-war-rages-2023-11-02/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/shocking-spike-in-use-of-unlawful-lethal-force-by-israeli-forces-against-palestinians-in-the-occupied-west-bank/
https://bit.ly/OPTCampsFeb2024
https://www.msf.org/palestine-increase-israeli-attacks-against-civilians-and-healthcare-jenin
https://www.msf.org/palestine-increase-israeli-attacks-against-civilians-and-healthcare-jenin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLP7yx7Rh_w

Occupied Palestinian Territory

(Deir Al-Balah, Khan Younis, and Rafah) as the IDF worked its way southwards. Over a third of reports were
recorded during the first month of the IDF's assault on the Gaza Strip, and on average more than five
incidents were recorded every day. At least six incidents took place during the November 24-30 ceasefire,
during which Al-Shifa Hospital and a dialysis center, which had reopened that same day, were damaged, an
ICRC driver was killed together with his family members, and five health workers were arrested, including a
surgeon at Indonesian Hospital, who was arrested following the Israeli-ordered evacuation of the hospital
while he was traveling south on the IDF-designated safe route.?

Known locations of reported incidents in the Gaza Strip, October 07 - December 31, 2023

Most incidents were recorded in Gaza and North Gaza. Cases increased in Khan Younis and Rafah as the
IDF moved southwards in its military offensive.

North Gaza 25

Khan Yunis 52

October 2023 November 2023 December 2023

Health facilities damaged or destroyed

Health facilities were damaged at least 124 times in the Gaza Strip between October and December 2023,
including seven occasions in which facilities were completely destroyed. Clinics, dialysis centers, emergency
medical posts, and hospitals, including children’s and maternity facilities, were damaged, raided, or
destroyed.

At least 30 health facilities were impacted on multiple occasions, including Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City,
which was impacted 40 times. Over a two-week period in November, Al-Shifa Hospital was hit by IDF
airstrikes on an almost daily basis, damaging or destroying various departments including the outpatient
clinic, ICU, surgical unit and X-ray department. The hospital’s electricity generator, solar panels and oxygen
pipes were also extensively damaged. During this time, the hospital was surrounded by Israeli forces who
reportedly shot at anyone moving inside the building and prevented ambulances from entering or leaving
the complex. On November 15, IDF bulldozers and tanks advanced into the complex, destroying the
mortuary and damaging the maternity ward. Following the IDFs withdrawal, the hospital was left non-
operational. During the November ceasefire the hospital began operating at a limited capacity; however, it
was raided again on December 18 and again for 14 days in March 2024 where the IDF used fully besieged
the complex. At least three health workers were killed and dozens of people were left detained and trapped
inside the hospital without adequate food or water supplies. According to the World Health Organization,
21 patients died from malnutrition during the siege. The IDF withdrew on April 1, after completely destroying
and devastating the facility and surrounding area. Bodies were subsequently discovered decomposing in
the hospital’s courtyard.
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At least 11 other health facilities were raided by the IDF, including the Al-Awda Hospital, Indonesian Hospital,
and Kamal Adwan Hospital. Three health facilities were repurposed into IDF command centers or military
bases, including the Turkish-Palestinian Friendship Hospital, the only cancer hospital in Gaza.*

Known health facilities affected by violence in the Gaza Strip,
October 07 - December 31, 2023

At least 30 of Gaza’s health facilities were impacted on multiple occasions, including Al-Shifa Hospital
in Gaza city 40 times and Al-Awda Hospital in North Gaza 25 times.

- ———— North Gaza Kamal Ad“{an Hospital.'
| Al-Shifa Hospital (85 times) (20 times)
| (40 times) A N

‘ Al Quds Hospital

(24 times) | Al-Awda Hospital

(25 times)

Gaza
(132 times)

Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital |
(4 times) Indonesian Hospital

(24 times)

Al Kuwaiti Hospital
(2 times)

Nasser Hospital |
(21 times)

Khan Yunis
(51 times) -
Al-Amal Hospital

" (16 times)

European Gaza Hospital
(11 times)

2km

Health workers killed, arrested, and injured

The IDF arrested or detained at least 162 health workers in 35 incidents in the Gaza Strip between October
and December 2023. At least 26 health workers were still held captive as of March 15, 2024, while the fates
of the remaining detainees were not recorded. Many are still missing and the ICRC has been denied access
to them. Arrests and detentions usually occurred during military raids or IDF-enforced evacuations of health
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facilities, at temporary checkpoints, and in some cases during mass civilian arrest campaigns. At least 20
staff were arrested in 14 incidents while traveling on the IDF-designated safe route in northern Gaza. Health
workers were reportedly interrogated, tortured, and threatened while being held. When the Indonesian
Hospital was raided, the director of the surgery department was arrested and left naked at the Kerem Abu
Salem crossing upon his release two months later.® Photos of released detained staff often showed signs of
malnutrition and possible brutality.

Three mass arrest incidents involving 105 health workers took place in December. Two were recorded in
Jabalia, while one incident included 21 health workers, among them six INGO staff at Al-Awda Hospital,
being detained, stripped naked, and interrogated for four hours before being sent back to the hospital.
The hospital director was taken away and his whereabouts remain unclear. In the third incident, around 70
staff at Kamal Adwan Hospital were forcibly removed from the hospital and taken to an unknown location.’
The remaining staff were ordered to move all patients and their caregivers into one building and were
denied electricity, water, or food. On the following day, five doctors and all female staff were released after
being interrogated and beaten.?

At least 143 health workers were killed and 86 reported injured in the Gaza Strip between October and
December 2023 Health workers were frequently killed or injured by IDF-launched explosive weapons
inside health facilities, at home, in IDP refugee camps, while traveling on the IDF-designated safe route in
northern Gaza to deliver supplies or reach injured civilians, and while providing emergency medical care to
people injured in previous attacks.' Eight were shot and killed by IDF snipers. Six of these eight were killed
by snipers stationed around Al-Awda Hospital in Beit Lahia city, North Gaza."

Photos of released detained staff often showed signs of malnutrition and
possible brutality.

Obstructions to health care

Access to health care was obstructed on at least 77 occasions in the Gaza Strip between October and
December 2023. Health facilities were given evacuation orders by the IDF, the work of emergency responders
was obstructed by inaccessible roads due to surrounding mass destruction, and relentless bombings and
shelling, and patients were denied evacuation or their evacuation was delayed, including newborn babies
who died waiting to be evacuated from Al-Shifa Hospital. Hospital electricity sources were cut off and fuel
and medical supplies restricted.

Explosive weapons use

At least 309 reported incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care recorded IDF-launched
explosive weapons impacting health care. Most of the 309 incidents recorded air-delivered explosives
weapon use, with 61 involving ground-launched missiles, rockets, and shelling.? Drones armed with
explosives were used by the IDF on four occasions between November 6 and December 24, damaging
Al-Shifa Hospital, Kamal Adwan Hospital, and the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) Al-Amal Hospital.”
At least 96 incident reports recorded the IDF using explosive weapons near or in the vicinity of hospitals,
which often killed and injured people in the area and impeded patients’ access to health care. When
explosive weapons are used in populated areas, they often have wide-area effects and cause death and
destruction beyond the intended target, resulting in reverberating adverse effects on the health sector.
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THE IMPACT OF ATTACKS ON HEALTH CARE IN THE GAZA STRIP

In a few months spanning late 2023 and the first few months of 2024, Gaza's health care system has been
almost completely and systematically devastated and destroyed. Almost all hospitals and health centers
across the strip have been impacted by the intense aerial bombardment campaign and the ground
incursion into Gaza. More than two-thirds of hospitals in Gaza are not functioning - either due to lack of
resources or as a result of severe damage by explosive weapons. The remainder are partly functioning and
are overwhelmed with an influx of patients and a shortage of resources, staff, and food due to the ongoing
blockade. Health workers have been forced to work with a severe shortage of medical supplies, fuel, food,
and water. Surgeons have reported carrying out surgeries under torch light due to the lack of electricity
and in some cases have been forced to carry out these surgeries without proper anesthesia. Health workers
have been forced to work under very insecure and dangerous conditions, especially when hospitals were
besieged by Israeli forces and snipers for weeks, trapping health workers, patients, and displaced persons
with limited supplies of food and water.

When women give birth, there is “no pain medication, anesthesia or hygiene
materials” due to a lack of resources.

Additionally, the war has massively disrupted patients’ continuity of care. Chronically ill patients, including
1,200 dialysis patients, have been “unable to receive care.” After the Turkish-Palestinian Hospital stopped
operating after being severely damaged and running out of fuel, around 10,000 cancer patients were left
without the necessary special care, medicines, and treatment. Additionally, since October 7, 2023 less than
50% of patients who had applied for permits to leave the Gaza Strip through Rafah for specialized health
care have been given permits, of which only 80% were able to do so. Although vaccinations have entered
the Gaza Strip, their administration is difficult, since most people are displaced and living in tents or
temporary shelters. There were approximately 60,000 newborn babies in Gaza who would normally receive
vaccinations, but who were unable to do so due to difficulty in accessing medical services. In December
2023, UNICEF and its partners reported that over 600,000 vaccination doses against communicable diseases
had reached Gaza, and they started administering these doses to children. Maternity services have also
been severely disrupted since the start of the war. Across the Gaza Strip few hospitals are still able to provide
maternity services, and those that do have a limited number of beds available and fewer midwives and
doctors than normal. Additionally, when women give birth, there is “no pain medication, anesthesia or
hygiene materials” due to a lack of resources. As a result, and due to the threat of the health facility being
hit by bombing, some women are avoiding follow-up appointments, just going into the hospital to deliver
and leaving immediately after. Others are giving birth inside their tents because they are either unable to
reach a hospital or all the delivery rooms are full. The head of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
at Al-Awda Hospital described how the hospital, which at the time was the only one in the north still
providing maternity services, had run out of antibiotics and emergency drugs used in obstetrics.
Additionally, women who needed blood transfusions were unable to receive them since they were no
longer available at the hospital. Furthermore, some women were not able to attend pre-natal and post-
natal check-ups, since fewer facilities were providing these services.
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Health workers have been working continuously in an extremely stressful and dangerous environment.
Most health care workers have been working around the clock since the start of the conflict and are
exhausted. Additionally, many health workers are also mourning the deaths of their loved ones. While many
are extremely traumatized, currently no psychological support is available for them.

The destruction of health care infrastructure, universities, and medical institutions has left prospective and
current medical students with nowhere to study or train. The killing and detention of hundreds of health
care workers, including specialists, hospital directors, heads of departments, and medical students, will
likely have an adverse impact on the future of the health care system in Gaza and its rapidly diminishing
ability to rebuild the health system, given the extent of the destruction of medical infrastructure.

West Bank including East Jerusalem

At least 183 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care were recorded in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem in 2023. Health workers were arrested and threatened, health facilities raided, and
ambulances obstructed and searched. Incidents were recorded throughout 2023, with 64 occurring before
October 7, which is similar to the number recorded for the whole of 2022. In July, the INGO Medical Aid for
Palestinians (MAP) started to supply bulletproof vests to PRCS teams to protect them from rising settler and
military violence.

Obstruction to health care

Ambulances and health workers were prevented from providing vital medical care to people in need at
least 91 times in 2023, compared to 60 in 2022. Most obstructions occurred during road travel or at
checkpoints where staff were forced to transfer patients to another ambulance under the long-existing
“back-to-back” (B2B) method of transferring a patient to a different ambulance when crossing from the
West Bank to Jerusalem. The process often involved ambulances being searched, while staff were harassed
and prevented from providing care to patients. Ambulances and health workers were also prevented from
accessing people in need of medical assistance at refugee camps. Obstructions also took place outside or
near hospitals, including lbn Sina Specialist Hospital and Thabet Thabet Hospital. On one occasion,
ambulances carrying patients outside Jenin Governmental Hospital were stopped by Israeli soldiers and
paramedics, and ambulance drivers were forced out, stripped, and forced to kneel in the street.

Health worker arrests, detentions, and killings

In total, 59 health workers were arrested or detained in 30 incidents in the West Bank and East Jerusalem in
2023. Arrests and detentions were recorded during the transport of patients to and from health facilities,
during military raids at refugee camps, where staff were prevented from treating people injured by the IDF,
or while staff were in their homes. Of the 59 staff held, 11 were released the same day. The fates of the
remaining staff were not recorded.

Three health workers were shot and killed by the IDF in the West Bank and East Jerusalem in 2023. During

one incident, a pharmaceutical sales representative on his way to work was shot and killed when he turned
his vehicle around at the entrance of Beit Ainun village, north of Hebron due to a temporary checkpoint.”
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https://jphe.amegroups.org/article/view/9883/pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2023/11/01/inside-gaza-nasser-hospital-healthcare-workers-trauma-burnout
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10938685/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=954453246275394&id=549580356&mibextid=WC7FNe&rdid=GsTxCk7PgHDdJmlS
https://mondoweiss.net/2024/04/to-rebuild-gazas-healthcare-system-medical-students-from-gaza-need-support/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2024/04/15/prospects-fade-for-rebuilding-gazas-health-infrastructure-warns-who/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2024/04/15/prospects-fade-for-rebuilding-gazas-health-infrastructure-warns-who/
https://www.map.org.uk/news/archive/post/1487-map-providing-bulletproof-vests-and-helmets-to-palestine-red-crescent-society-emergency-teams-in-response-to-recurrent-attacks-on-health-workers
https://www.map.org.uk/news/archive/post/757-athe-aback-to-backa-process-is-hard-and-sometimes-patients-diea-athe-barriers-facing-palestinian-ambulances

Occupied Palestinian Territory

Known locations of reported incidents in West Bank
and East Jerusalem, 2023

Incidents were recorded throughout 2023 but increased after 7 October.
Health workers were arrested, threatened, health facilities raided and
ambulances obstructed and searched.
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Health facilities damaged

Health facilities in the West Bank and East Jerusalem were damaged on at least nine occasions in 2023. Most
cases were attributed to IDF forces armed with guns, while unidentified attackers were recorded in one
incident. The affected health facilities included Al-Agsa Mosque Clinic, lbn Sina Specialist Hospital, and
Jenin Governmental Hospital.'® Four health facilities were damaged inside Jenin, Shu'fat, and Tulkarem
refugee camps. Damage frequently occurred during military raids, including on an UNRWA clinic inside
Shu’fat Refugee Camp, which was damaged by explosive weapons twice on November 13.”
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Occupied Palestinian Territory

THE IMPACT OF ATTACKS ON HEALTH CAREIN THE WEST BANK AND EAST
JERUSALEM

The health care system in the West Bank has also been impacted by continued threats and violence against
health care. Ambulances are frequently blocked by Israeli forces, which has resulted in patients either
bleeding out or experiencing complications due to the delayed medical treatment, placing them at risk.
First responders working in refugee camps have faced threats, beatings, and humiliating treatment and are
scared that they could be attacked at any time."® As a result, some volunteer community-led first responders
have decided to stop working due to the risks involved."”
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13

18
19

Eighty incidents were recorded by the WHO Surveillance System for Attacks on Health Care without specifying the location,

and no additional source could be identified to determine the locations of the reported incidents.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 45157; 44679; 45167; 45166; 45168; 45169; 41195.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 42303; 42321; 42306; 42197; 42320; 42180.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
number 44677.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
number 44013.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
number 42689.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
number 42614.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 42689; 42614.
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Incident

Incident

Incident

Incident

Incident

Incident

The number of injured health workers is likely a severe undercount. According to studies, the historical ratio of injured to
killed would be expected to be at least three to one, and thus we would expect over a thousand injured; see Nonfatal

Casualties and the Changing Costs of War | Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs.

This does not include the previously mentioned six IDF military medics.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 42477; 42533; 42534; 42822; 42848.

In 48 incidents, the explosive and platform type were not recorded.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 41739; 42447; 43209.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
number 42846.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
number 43003.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 38608; 39789; 36927.

Insecurity Insight. Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition 2023 Report Dataset: 2023 PSE SHCC Health Care Data.
numbers 42335; 42760.

Key informant interview, March 7, 2024.

Key informant interview, March 7, 2024.
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestine-jenin-besieged-hospitals-ambulances-blocked
https://www.bmj.com/content/332/7550/1122

SAFEGUARDING

HEALTH

IN CONFLICT

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition is a group of more than 40 organizations working
to protect health workers and services threatened by war or civil unrest. We have raised
awareness of global attacks on health and pressed United Nations agencies for greater global
action to protect the security of health care. We monitor attacks, strengthen universal norms
of respect for the right to health, and demand accountability for perpetrators.
www.safeqguardinghealth.org

Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition
615 N. Wolfe Street, E7143, Baltimore, MD 21205
SHCC administrator, safequardinghcc@gmail.com




