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Unsafe on the ground, Unsafe online: Humanitarian Workers in Sudan’s civil war

Since April 2023, a civil war between the SAF and the RSF has been raging in Sudan, provoking the death of thousands and

the forcible displacement of over 9 million civilians. According to the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC), in

2023 56 health workers were killed in Sudan, compared to 13 in 2022, while at least 28 were kidnapped. Evidence indicates

that health workers were deliberately and systematically attacked, including while working inside hospitals, clinics, or their

homes. The killing of an MSF staff member due to a shell strike in El Fasher city on 25 May 2024 is yet another stark

reminder of the deadly dangers humanitarian workers face on a daily basis in war zones in Sudan. However, health workers

and humanitarian organisations do not only face dangers on the ground. In 2023, Insecurity Insight reported how doctors and

humanitarian organisations were repeatedly targeted with misinformation, disinformation, and hate speech (MDH) on social

media platforms, further endangering their safety.

This brief, which seeks to update these findings by examining whether MDH targeting humanitarian organisations is

still a recurrent phenomenon in 2024, suggests that MDH in online spaces remains a significant challenge for aid

organisations present in Sudan.

Please get in touch if you have made a public statement that you would like us to include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report

an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported on. Join our Sudan mailing list for regular

updates. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link:

bit.ly/24Jul-06Aug2024SDNHealth

Past incident briefs: 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; 12-25 June; 29 May-11 June; 15-28 May; 01-14 May; 17-30 April; All

SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023 coming soon; 2022; 2021

Documented incidents
24 July 2024: In Al-Souq Al-Kabeer area, El-Fasher city, North Darfur state, Nabd Al Hayat
Hospital was bombed by RSF artillery. Source: Personal Communication

25 July 2024: In El-Fasher city, North Darfur State, the Pulse of Life Hospital was hit and damaged
by RSF shells. Sources: Personal Communication I and Personal Communication II

27 July 2024: In El-Fasher city, North Darfur State, Nabd Al Hayat Hospital was hit and damaged
by RSF shells. Source: Personal Communication

27 July 2024: In Al-Souq Al-Kabeer area, El-Fasher city, North Darfur state, Nabd Al Hayat
Hospital was bombed by RSF artillery, damaging its solar power systems. This is the second attack
in three days. Sources: Darfur 24, DVS, Personal Communication I, Personal Communication
II and Sudan Tribune

28 July 2024: In Al-Souq Al-Kabeer area, El-Fasher city, North Darfur state, the vicinity of the
Nabd Al Hayat Hospital was hit by shells fired from RSF drones. Source: Darfur 24

28 July 2024: In Rehaid El Bardi, west of Nyala city, South Darfur State, Rehiad El Bardi Hospital
ran out of life-saving medicines. Source: Darfur 24

Insecurity Insight – Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.

https://reliefweb.int/map/sudan/sudan-situation-regional-displacement-update-03-june-2024
https://insecurityinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2023-SHCC-Critical-Conditions.pdf
https://sudantribune.com/article286167/
http://bit.ly/SSMSDNJuly2024
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
http://bit.ly/12-23Jul2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/26June-09Jul2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/12-25Jun2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/29May-11Jun2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/15-28May2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/01-14May2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/17-30Apr2024SDNHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/sudan
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021Arabic
https://x.com/MUAMMAR_SUD/status/1816387611994276040
https://www.darfur24.com/en/2024/07/28/26-civilians-killed-50-injured-as-army-rsf-exchange-of-shelling-in-el-fasher/
https://twitter.com/dvs2030/status/1817426820267950475
https://sudantribune.com/article288774/
https://www.darfur24.com/en/2024/07/29/three-days-of-shelling-in-north-darfur-leaves-160-people-killed-injured/
https://www.darfur24.com/en/2024/07/28/a-county-in-south-darfur-runs-out-of-life-saving-drugs/


Between 27-30 July 2024: In El-Fasher city, North Darfur state, the MSF-supported Saudi
Obstetrics and Gynaecology Hospital was hit by more than 15 shells from the RSF, destroying
rooms and a number of Ministry of Health vehicles. The bombing also hit the Islamic complex
northeast of the hospital, killing at least three children and wounding others. Despite the attack,
health workers continued to provide medical services. Sources: Dabanga, Darfur 24, DVS, MSF
I, MSF II, Radio Tamazuj and Sudan Violations

Between 29 July-04 August: In the Kafoot area, El-Fasher city, North Darfur State, the Ministry of
Health accused the RSF of causing the death of nine pregnant women after preventing them from
reaching El-Fasher to receive safe health delivery services. Source: Sudan Violations

01 August 2024: In El-Fasher city, North Darfur State, Tambasi Health Centre was destroyed by
shelling by the RSF. Source: Dabanga Sudan

03 August 2024: In Al-Adnab village, Al Jazira state, a doctor was killed during an attack on the
area by the RSF. Source: Sudan Doctors Network

03 August 2024: In Kutum city, North Darfur State, a rural hospital was hit by three missiles fired
by SAF warplanes, destroying a number of rooms. Source: Darfur 24

04 August 2024: In Nyala city, South Darfur state, the Nyala Emergency Room reported a
shortage of medical equipment and supplies at the city’s kidney dialysis centre. Source: Dabanga

04 August 2024: In El Obeid city, North Kordofan state, El Jemeih Kidney Dialysis Centre stopped
operating due to the lack of dialysis solutions. Source: Dabanga Sudan

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict

Coalition (SHCC) identified 257 incidents

of violence against or obstruction of

health care in Sudan in 2023, compared

to 54 in 2022. Health worker killings

sharply increased in 2023, particularly in

Khartoum. Damage to health facilities

mainly occurred during fighting between the

RSF and SAF in Khartoum, and often

involved explosive weapons use. The

looting of vital medicines and supplies was

more rife in Darfur and often occurred during wider attacks on health facilities that were stormed by conflict parties.

Hospital takeovers mostly involved the RSF and were common in Khartoum.

Access the data on HDX. SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023 coming soon; 2022; 2021

This document comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and access to health care. It is part of

the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, national and international news outlets

and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of health care and

have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of

their respective organisations. This report is funded and supported by the generous support of the American people through the United States

Agency for International Development (USAID) and by the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of

the U.S. Government or the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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