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2023 Attacks on Health Care in War Zones Most Ever Documented

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition identified 2562 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health
care in conflicts in 2023, a 25% increase from 2022, representing 500 more attacks than documented last year, and
the highest ever since the Coalition began reporting. In its 11th annual report, Critical Condition: Violence Against Health
Care in Conflict, the coalition documented arrests, kidnappings, and killings of health workers and damage to or destruction
of health facilities in conflicts across 30 countries, or regions within countries, or territories. There was intense violence
against health care in new conflicts in Gaza and Sudan and continuing violence in Myanmar, Ukraine and Haiti. Health
facilities, transports, and patient access to care were also at high risk in the Sahel. Read more

Past editions: 26 June-09 July; 12-25 June; 29 May-11 June; 15-28 May; 01-14 May; 17-30 April; 03-16 April, All

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported
on. Join our mailing list. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste
this link: bit.ly/10-23Jul2024Health

SHCC Attacks on Health Care

The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in
Conflict Coalition (SHCC).

Africa
Burkina Faso
17 July 2024: In Djibo town, Soum province, an MSF office was hit by repeated gunfire during an
attack. Parts of the advanced health post in sector 4 were set on fire, the MSF-supported medical
centre vandalised, and two water distribution sites were destroyed. Sources: MSF | and MSF 1l

Mayotte

17 July 2024: In Majicavo Lamir village, Koungou commune, two health workers were injured when
unidentified perpetrators threw stones at a bus transporting 15 health workers from the Centre
Hospitalier de Mayotte (CHM). Source: France Info
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Sudan

Insecurity Insight identified 107 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Sudan
between 01 January and 30 June 2024.

At least 31 health workers were killed, 11 kidnapped and eight injured, and health facilities damaged at least 30
times. Most incidents were attributed to the Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

Incidents were spread across 12 of Sudan’s 18 states with high numbers recorded in North Darfur, Gezira and
Khartoum states.

Explore this interactive map to see where incidents happened. Access the data on HDX. Numbers may change if
or when further information is made available. Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets.

Past incident briefs: 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; 12-25 June; 29 May-11 June; 15-28 May; 01-14 May; All

SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023 coming soon; 2022; 2021

Asia
Myanmar

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) 418 incidents of
violence against or obstruction of health care in Myanmar in 2023, compared Wi i e itore o
to 280 in 2022. In these incidents, 37 health workers were killed; health facilities 2023

were damaged or destroyed, and occupied. In addition, 102 health workers were

arrested and 37 were killed. Health worker kidnappings quadrupled, while a similar

number of health workers were arrested and killed between 2022 and 2023. Health 0

e
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workers were threatened and harassed by conflict parties, including being warned
by resistance fighters that they must join the CDM, while facing the risk of being
targeted with violence or arrested by the Myanmar armed forces for doing so.

SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021; 2020. 2023 factsheet coming soon in
Burmese.

Past incident reports: 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; 12-25 June; 29 May-11 June;
15-28 June; 01-14 May; All

Pakistan

11 July 2024: In Dera Ismail Khan district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, a polio team was stopped
at gunpoint by two militants who stole their vaccines and motorcycle. Source: South Asia Terrorism
Portal

15 July 2024: In Kiri Shamozai town, Dera Ismail Khan district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, two
female health workers, two children and a private security guard, were killed when militants opened
fire from two sides of a rural health centre. Military forces arrived and opened fire at militants. Two
military personnel and three militants were killed. Sources: Insurgency Watch, ISPR and The Intel
Consortium

15 July 2024: In Paroa town and tehsil, Dera Ismail Khan district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
local gang members opened fire inside the Dera Ismail Khan Hospital, killing five people. In an
exchange of fire, three armed men and two soldiers were also killed. Sources: AA, TRAC | and
TRACI
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Europe
Ukraine

Hospitals, including maternity and children’s facilities, pharmacies, and

warehouses, were damaged or destroyed on 192 separate occasions in 2023. Most \l,f:fjc“e!,?fmmwnh Cair s
involved explosive weapons used by Russian forces. Cases were spread over 13 [l

oblasts, with most taking place in Donetska and Khersonska. Often civilians were killed

or injured, and civilian infrastructure was damaged, including Kherson Regional Q
——e

Children’s Hospital, which was damaged when Russian forces attacked Kherson city 36
times with artillery, rockets, mortars, tanks, and drones.

A total of 1474 attacks on Ukraine’s health care system have been documented since
February 24, 2022. Explore this interactive map (available in English and Ukrainian) to
see where incidents took place. Access the data on HDX.

SHCC factsheets: 2023; 2022 Y 5=

Middle East and North Africa

Lebanon

06 June 2024: In Kunin municipality, Bint Jbeil district, Nabatieh governorate, or Seddigine town,
Tyre district, South Lebanon governorate, an ambulance was damaged amid an Israeli airstrike.
Source: DD Geopolitics

19 July 2024: In Hula village, Marjeyoun district, Nabatieh governorate, an ambulance was hit in an
Israeli airstrike, injuring two paramedics of the Islamic Health Authority who were inspecting a site
previously subjected to an Israeli raid. Sources: Palestine/MENA Information Centre, Personal
Communication | and Personal Communication 1l

Attacks on Health Care in Lebanon

Since 8 October 2023 armed clashes have escalated between Hezbollah and Israel at the Lebanese southern border.
This followed the 7 October 2023 attacks in Israel by Hamas fighters and other groups that resulted in Israel launching
intense aerial bombing campaigns and ground operations in the Gaza Strip in response. The armed clashes in Lebanon
have impacted health care, as has the widespread and intense violence in the Gaza Strip and Israel.

Insecurity Insight identified 45 incidents of
violence against or obstruction of health care in
Lebanon by the Israel Defense Forces between | ... isightisensied 5
8 October 2023 and 30 June 2024. In these | iccentsofvioence aganst
incidents, at least 39 health workers were killed, 12 | Lebanon by the israel Defense
ambulances were damaged and health facilities Foress

were damaged on 14 occasions. Incidents were [ o e moeenee
most often reported in and around urban areas in the Southaen borver e
the southern Lebanese border regions of Nabatieh govemorates, where armed

clashes have intensified

Known locations of reported incidents affecting health care in Lebanon, 8 October 2023-30 June 2024

and South governorates, particularly Bint Jbeil, botween amed groups and
Marjayoun and Tyre districts.. Download this data | " os e odober
on HDX et T Source: Insecuriy Insight. Base mep deta source: OpenhlagTies.org
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Occupied Palestinian Territory

Insecurity Insight identified 1371 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Israel
and the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 22 July 2024. In the Gaza Strip, where 1018
incidents were recorded, health facilities were damaged 225 times, mostly by explosive weapons fired by Israeli forces'.
At least 252 incidents were reported in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, including 68 health workers who were
arrested or detained by Israeli forces, mainly during the transport of patients to and from health facilities, during military
raids at refugee camps, where staff were prevented from treating people injured by the IDF, or while staff were in their
homes.

Explore this interactive map to see where incidents happened. Access the data on HDX. Please get in touch if you
are interested in curated datasets.

Incident reports: 16-29 July; 02-15 July; 18 June-01 July; 04-17 June; 21 May-03 June; 07-20 May; All

SHCC Factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR) 2022; 2021

Syrian Arab Republic
11 July 2024: In Al Sabeel neighbourhood, Daraa city and governorate, a doctor was kidnapped by
unidentified gunmen. Source: SOHR

14 July 2024: In Khirbat Ghazalah village, Daraa governorate, a dentist was arrested in his home
by the members of the 8th Brigade. Source: SOHR

Yemen

09 July 2024: In Sanaa city, Amanat al Asimah governorate, a doctor and his brother were shot and
killed as they were leaving a court by unidentified gunmen. The reason for the attack is suspected
to be in relation to the court ruling in their favour. Source: ACLED?

12 July 2024: In Ath Thawrah neighbourhood, Taizz city and governorate, a nurse was kidnapped
by gunmen as he was leaving Ath Thawrah Hospital's emergency department. Source: ACLED!

The Americas
Haiti
06-07 July 2024: In Port-au-Prince, police regained control of the Hospital of the State University of
Haiti (also known as the General Hospital) from armed gangs. The facility was left ravaged by gangs,
with beds stripped of their cots, and ceiling fans and debris on the floor. Hospital walls and nearby
buildings were riddled with bullet holes. Source: AP

Global Health Insecurity

These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel.

Asia
India
11 July 2024: In Vijayawada city, Krishna district, Andhra Pradesh state, the duty doctor and other
medical staff at the Siddhartha Medical College were assaulted by a mob of 25, including relatives
of a patient. The mob also destroyed hospital property during the attack. Doctors went on strike in
response to demand action from authorities. Sources: Newsmeter, Personal Communication and
Personal Communication |
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The Americas
United States of America
06 July 2024: In the Lower East Side neighbourhood, Manhattan city, New York state, an
unidentified perpetrator attempted to set an ambulance belonging to Hatzalah, a Jewish volunteer
emergency medical service provider, on fire, damaging the right rear wheel. Police investigated the
incident as a hate crime in response to the ongoing conflict in Gaza. Sources: New York Post and
Our Town NY

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and
access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in
local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list
of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of,
or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the
Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University
of Manchester, by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) and by the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government,
USAID, the U.S. Government or the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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