Attacks on Health Care in Myanmar

04-17 September 2024

Insecurity Insight identified 1468 attacks on Myanmar's health care
system since the coup by the Myanmar armed forces on 01 February m Myanmar armed forces (1026) m Other perpetrators (442)
2021 and 19 August 2024. Nearly three-quarters of incidents were attributed |
to the Myanmar armed forces. Since January 2024, incidents have increased | 4,
in Rakhine state where health facilities were damaged by explosive weapons | 4
or used for non-medical purposes and health workers killed and injured. | %
Shortages of medicine supply due to the blockade of importing medical | 1

0
supplies by the junta authorities further hindered patients' access to health
care.
Download the data (includes a brief incident description, details on the I
reported perpetrator and the weapons used). Explore this interactive map to 0 I

see where incidents happened. Data is updated on HDX every Monday. Z383588335033593
Registered HDX user? Follow us for the latest dataset updates. Numbers 2021 2022 2023 204
may change if or when further information is made available. Please get in
touch if you're interested in curated datasets.
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Past incident briefs: 21 August-03 September; 07-20 August; 24 July-06 August; 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; All

SHCC factsheets: 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, have made a public statement that you would like us to include in
our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported on. Join our
Myanmar mailing list for regular updates. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy
and paste this link: bit.ly/04-17Sept2024MMRHealth

Documented incidents

As reported on 04 September 2024: In Lahe township, Naga self-administrative zone, Sagaing
region, there was shortage of medicine at both public and private health facilities due to blockade
of water freight along Chindwin river by the Myanmar military. Source: Network Media Group

As reported on 05 September 2024: In Kokang self-administrative region, Shan state (North),
there was medicine shortage and price rise of medicine due to the blockade of the transport of
medicine and other goods into this region from China, by the Chinese government who urged the
ethnic armed groups Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and Ta'ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) for ceasefire. The transport was first restricted and the total ban was later
imposed by the Chinese government on 25 August. There has been such a ban by the Myanmar
military government since July 2024 due to the heightened armed clashes in this region. Sources:
Myanmar Now and Radio Free Asia

As reported on 05 September 2024: In Kyauk Yit village and village tract, Myaung township,
Sagaing district and region, a station hospital (primary-level, public) was occupied by the Myanmar
military. Bunkers were built in the hospital compound. Source: Myanmar Now
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05 September 2024: In Ba Hin village and village tract, Myaing township, Pakokku district,
Magway region, a makeshift clinic was attacked with rockets and machine guns from an attack
helicopter by the Myanmar military, damaging the makeshift clinic building and civilian houses. The
military media claimed that the attack targeted the local resistance forces. Sources: Shwe Phee
Myay News Agency and Telegram

As reported on 07 September 2024: In Gwa township, Thandwe district, Rakhine state, there
was shortage of medicine due to a total ban of transport of medicine from Ayeyarwady region to
Gwa township by the junta authorities from 10 August 2024. Sources: Democratic Voice of

Burma and Development Media Group

08 September 2024: In Shin Ywar village, the middle Pharonga island, Pauktaw township, Sittwe
district, Rakhine state, an unspecified number of health workers were amongst 17 people killed
and at least 10 people injured at the prisoner-of-war detention centre of the Arakan Army (AA) due
to bombs dropped by the Myanmar military jet fighter. Sources: BNI, Democratic Voice of

Burma, Khit Thit Media, Myanmar Pressphoto Agency and The Irrawaddy

As reported on 08 September 2024: In Kale, Kalewa, Mawlaik, Mingin, Phaungbyin, and Tamu
townships, Sagaing region, around a thousand people living with HIV defaulted from antiretroviral
therapy due to travel restrictions in this region following heightened armed clashes between the
Myanmar military and local resistance forces, People’s Defence Force, and ethnic armed groups.
Sources: Mandalay Free Press and Radio Free Asia

As reported on 13 September 2024: In Mandalay city, Mandalay region, the pharmacies and
pharmaceutical companies were not allowed to sell medicines to the retailers from Shan state
(North). At the Myanmar military checkpoints on the highway connecting Mandalay and Shan state
(north), the trucks with medicine cargoes were forced to return to Mandalay. Due to such
restrictions by the junta authorities, there was shortage of medicine and price rise of medicine in
the townships occupied by the ethnic armed groups in Shan state (North). Source: Shwe Phee

Myay News Agency

As reported on 14 September 2024: In Kyaukpyu town, township, and district, Rakhine state,
there was shortage of health workers and medicines. The specialist doctors such as an
obstetrician, a neurologist, an ear, nose & throat surgeon, and a paediatrician left the hospital in
July 2024 with voluntary transfer. The healthcare workers left the town due to the heightened
armed clashes in Rakhine state and also because of being surveilled by the junta intelligence force
with an accusation of provision of health care to the AA. There is shortage of medicine including
anti-tuberculosis drugs and antiretrovirals at the public hospital (district/ secondary-level, public,
200-bedded) due to blockade of medicine transport by the junta authorities. Source: Narinjara

Known locations of reported incidents affecting health care in Myanmar, 2021-2023

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC)

identified 418 incidents of Violence against or High numbers continued to be reported in Sagaing in 2023. Cases nearly doubled in Mandalay, Magway,

and Shan between 2022 and 2023 and continued in Rakhine.

obstruction of health care in Myanmar in 2023. Most ||
cases were recorded in the northern central areas
surrounding the cities of Sagaing and Mandalay, and
where Sagaing, Magway, and Mandalay regions border ||
one another, reflecting the overall concentration of
fighting in these areas where opposition groups’
resistance to military rule is high. Incidents also occurred
in Shan state bordering Sagaing and Mandalay,
especially after Operation 1027. Cases adversely
affecting health care continued in Rakhine state.
Download the data.

SHCC factsheets: 2023; 2022; 2021; 2020
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This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the
delivery of and access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is
prepared from information available in local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents
reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not
been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information remains the
responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity
Insight. It is supported by the H2H Fund which is supported by aid from the UK government and by the Tides
Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the H2H Network, the UK government
or the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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