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More than 440 health workers were reported to have been arrested or 
detained across 12 countries and territories in 2023. Health workers were 
arrested during hospital incursions, while travelling on designated safe routes, 
and during mass civilian arrest campaigns. The reasons for arresting health 
workers ranged from accusations of links to opposition groups to providing 
medical care to resistance forces, posting political statements on social media, 
or having participated in pro-democracy campaigns. In Afghanistan, where 
health worker arrests by Taliban forces nearly doubled between 2022 and 
2023, health workers were arrested because they had failed to separate male 
and female patients or, in the case of women, for travelling without a mahram 
(male guardian).  

Health workers were arrested and/or detained by Israeli forces in Gaza and the 
West Bank. In Gaza, most arrests took place during hospital incursions, when 
many staff were taken for interrogation. Other health workers were arrested while travelling on designated safe routes. 
Health workers who were detained beyond the initial interrogation reported that they were held in harsh conditions of 
confinement, including being continually blindfolded and shackled. In some countries, among them Myanmar and Sudan, 
health workers were arrested based on accusations of supporting or providing medication to opposing parties in the conflict 
or having participated in pro-democracy campaigns. Physical violence and threats towards health workers were the 
predominant forms of violence against health care in South Sudan, where there is a widespread shortage of trained, skilled 
health workers. 

Explore this interactive map to see where incidents happened. Download the data. Please get in touch if you are 
interested in curated datasets. 

Past editions: 07-20 August; 24 July-06 August; 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; 12-25 June; 29 May-11 June; All 

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to 
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported 
on. Join our mailing list. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste 
this link: bit.ly/21Aug-03Sept2024Health 

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 
Cameroon 
25 August 2024: In Bamenda town, Mezam department, North West region, a driver for the 
Bamenda Mutual Health Organization was kidnapped, tied up, and taken to Foncha Junction, near 
the Government Bilingual Teacher Training College  by an unidentified armed group, where he was 
shot and killed before his body was discovered by local community members. Source: ACLED1  

Six health workers were kidnapped by separatists and unidentified attackers in Cameroon’s North 
West and South West anglophone regions in 2023. In one incident, separatists kidnapped a health 
worker they accused of not treating one of their wounded fighters. Read more 

https://shcc.pub/2023CriticalCondition
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/02995168-3644-4b78-92be-cdf67275b39d/resource/9ce3ac0a-7626-40d6-a2ff-65b957101fd0/download/2023-shcc-incident-data.xlsx
http://bit.ly/07-20Aug2024Health
https://bit.ly/24Jul-06Aug2024Health
http://bit.ly/10-23Jul2024Health
http://bit.ly/26Jun-09Jul2024Health
http://bit.ly/12-25Jun2024Health
https://bit.ly/29May-11Jun2024Health
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
http://insecurityinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SHCC-Methodology.pdf
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://shcc.pub/CMR2023
https://shcc.pub/2023CriticalCondition
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Democratic Republic of the Congo  
21 August 2024: In Beni territory, North Kivu province, Mbilinga Health Centre was forced to stop 
services following violence by armed groups. Source: Radio Okapi  
 
26 August 2024: Along RN4 Road, Bahaha village, Babila Bakwanza chiefdom, Mambasa territory, 
Ituri province, a health centre was looted by the ADF. Source: Actualite  
 
Mali  
25 August 2024: In Inkharabane Refugee Camp, Tinzaouaten commune, Abeibara cercle, Kidal 
region, a pharmacy was hit by a  long-range Bayraktar AKINCI drone (Turkish-made) strike carried 
out by the Malian Army (FAMa), killing the pharmacy manager. Source: Wamaps News 
 
Niger 
21 August 2024: In Arlit town, Agadez region, an ambulance belonging to Iferouane District Hospital 
was hijacked  by an unidentified armed group. Source: ACLED1  
 
Sudan 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 132 attacks on Sudan's 
health care system between 01 January-03 August 
2024. At least 43 health workers were killed, 12 
kidnapped and health facilities damaged over 40 times. 
Two-thirds of incidents were attributed to the RSF. 
Incidents were spread across 15 of Sudan’s 18 states 
with high numbers recorded in North Darfur (51), 
followed by Khartoum (30) and Gezira (20) states.  

Download the data. Explore this interactive map to see 
where incidents happened. Data is updated on HDX 
every Monday. Numbers may change if or when further 
information is made available. 
 
Incident briefs: 21 August-03 September; 07-20 August; 24 July-06 August; 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; All 
SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021 

 

Asia 

Myanmar 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 220 attacks on Myanmar's health care system between 01 January-05 August 
2024. Health facilities were damaged 94 times and 20 health workers killed. Download the data (includes a brief 
incident description, details on the reported perpetrator and the weapons used). Numbers may change if or when 
further information is made available. Data is updated on HDX every Monday. Registered HDX user? Follow us for 
the latest dataset updates. Numbers may change if or when further information is made available. Explore this 
interactive map to see where incidents happened.  

Incident briefs: 21 August-03 September; 07-20  August; 24 July-06 August; 10-23 July; 26 June-09 July; All 
SHCC factsheets: 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020  

 
Pakistan 
21 August 2024: In Janikhel town, Bannu division, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, a prominent tribal 
elder and doctor was shot and killed on his way home from hospital by unidentified perpetrators. His body 

was found in a graveyard on the same day. His motorcycle was also taken. Sources: Dawn and The 
Khorasan Diary  

 
 

https://www.radiookapi.net/2024/08/21/actualite/sante/beni-le-centre-de-sante-de-mbilinga-ferme-ses-portes-la-suite-des
https://actualite.cd/2024/08/27/ituri-au-moins-deux-morts-un-centre-de-sante-pille-lors-dune-nouvelle-attaque-des-adf
https://x.com/Wamaps_news/status/1828392680151277948
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/681c1690-6c99-4c66-842c-0ab99a731af4/resource/ee781246-4b8c-4089-aa6c-90d55527036d/download/2016-2024-sdn-attacks-on-health-care-incident-data.xlsx
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sudan-violence-against-civilians-and-vital-civilian-facilities
http://bit.ly/21Aug-03Sept2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/07-20Aug2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/24Jul-06Aug2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/12-23Jul2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/26June-09Jul2024SDNHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/sudan
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021Arabic
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/63605720-f0da-454d-89a6-552f1acc3a53/resource/614128d1-8809-4bf2-953e-b3d907c894a0/download/2016-2024-mmr-attacks-on-health-care-incident-data.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/myanmar-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://data.humdata.org/organization/insecurity-insight
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
http://bit.ly/21Aug-03Sept2024MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/07-20Aug2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/24Jul-06Aug2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/10-23Jul2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/26Jun-09Jul2024MMRHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/myanmar
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023
https://shcc.pub/MMR2022
https://shcc.pub/MMR2021
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMyanmar
https://www.dawn.com/news/1854326/tribal-elder-shot-dead-in-bannus-janikhel-town
https://x.com/khorasandiary/status/1826325109852045458
https://x.com/khorasandiary/status/1826325109852045458
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
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Europe 

Ukraine 
 

Since the onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, there have been 1519 attacks on 
the country’s health care facilities, workers, and medical infrastructure:  

● Hospitals and clinics have been damaged or destroyed 773 times 
● 232 health workers have been killed 
● 103 attacks that impacted a hospital’s access to energy or water supply systems 
● 86 attacks on services that provide health care to children 
● 63 attacks on services provided for women during pregnancy, childbirth and the postnatal period  

Explore this interactive map (available in English and Ukrainian) to see where incidents took place between 24 
February 2022 and 16 July 2024.  

Russian Forces Continued its Attack on Ukraine's Health System in 2023 
The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) report (available in English and  
Ukrainian) documents 394 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care in 
Ukraine in 2023. The ongoing conflict, initiated by Russia’s full-scale invasion in February 
2022, has left nearly a fifth of Ukraine’s territory under occupation and has caused extensive 
damage to civilian and energy infrastructure. Over 12 million Ukrainians have faced energy 
disruptions, and severe flooding in June 2023 further exacerbated the humanitarian crisis, 
affecting over sixty thousand people. About 40% of the Ukrainian population is estimated  
to require humanitarian assistance in 2024.  

SHCC factsheets: 2023: English and Ukrainian: 2022: English 

 

Middle East and North Africa 

Occupied Palestinian Territory 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 1561 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Israel 
and the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 18 August 2024. In the Gaza Strip, where 
1177 incidents were recorded, health facilities were damaged 230 times, mostly by explosive weapons fired by Israeli 
forces'. At least 272 incidents were reported in the West Bank and East Jerusalem2, including 71 health workers who 
were arrested or detained by Israeli forces, mainly during the transport of patients to and from health facilities, during 
military raids at refugee camps, where staff were prevented from treating people injured by the IDF, or while staff were 
in their homes.  

Incident briefs: 21 August-03 September; 13-20 August; 30 July-12 August; 16-29 July;  02-15 July; All 

SHCC Factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021 

 

https://www.attacksonhealthukraine.org/
https://www.attacksonhealthukraine.org/
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2022
http://bit.ly/31Aug-03Sept2024OPTHealth
http://bit.ly/13-20Aug2024OPTHealth
http://bit.ly/30Jul-12Aug2024OPTHealth
http://bit.ly/16-29Jul2024OPTHealth
http://bit.ly/02-15Jul2024OPTHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/occupied-palestinian-territory-opt
https://shcc.pub/OPT2023
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021
https://shcc.pub/OPT2023AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021Arabic
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021Arabic
http://bit.ly/31Aug-03Sept2024OPTHealth
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023
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Syrian Arab Republic  
22-23 August 2024: In Basira town, Deir ez-Zor governorate, a nurse was killed during an overnight 
house raid by the SDF  who accused him of belonging to IS. Source: Syria Weekly 

The Americas 
Colombia 
21 August 2024: In the San Francisco neighbourhood, Bucaramanga city, Santander department, 
an ambulance was looted of medical equipment and supplies, stolen and then set on fire by 
unidentified perpetrators at 23:50. It was later found in Napoles neighbourhood. Source: 
Vanguardia  
 

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and 
access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 
local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list 
of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 
or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the 
Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University 
of Manchester, by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and by the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government, 
USAID, the U.S. Government or the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.   

Insecurity Insight. 2024. Attacks on Health Care Bi-Monthly News Brief, 21 August-03 September 2024 Switzerland: Insecurity 
Insight. bit.ly/21Aug-03Sept2024Health 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 30 August 2024 
 

                                                                               

https://www.syriaweekly.com/p/syria-august-20-27-2024?open=false#%C2%A7isis
https://www.vanguardia.com/judicial/2024/08/22/delincuentes-hurtaron-desvalijaron-y-prendieron-fuego-a-una-ambulancia-en-bucaramanga/
https://www.vanguardia.com/judicial/2024/08/22/delincuentes-hurtaron-desvalijaron-y-prendieron-fuego-a-una-ambulancia-en-bucaramanga/
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

