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Hospitals in Las Anod Damaged Amid Somaliland-Dhulbahante
Clashes as Health Worker Killings Increased in Somalia in 2023

GENEVA – In its annual report (available in both Arabic and English), the Safeguarding
Health in Conflict Coalition identified 21 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health
care in Somalia, including Puntland and Somaliland. Multiple security challenges continued
to undermine people's access to health care throughout the country. In February 2023,
violence broke out in the disputed city of Las Anod between militia of the Dhulbahante clan
and the armed forces of Somaliland. Almost 200,000 people were displaced and several
hundred people were killed as a result of the violence. An offensive launched by Somalia’s
armed forces against the Al-Shabaab armed group in central and southern Somalia in
August 2022 continued into 2023, with fighting being particularly intense in the southern
Lower Shabelle and Banadir regions. As in so many conflicts, this violence also affected
health care.

The INGO-supported Las Anod General Hospital was hit five times by ground-launched
mortar bombs and artillery shelling, damaging the solar power system and the hospital’s
oxygen plant, and pausing the work of the paediatrics ward and blood bank services. The
last attack occurred on July 8, wounded seven hospital staff and three caretakers, and
caused significant damage to the facility. In response, the INGO withdrew its staff and
support. This was the only public hospital in Los Anod, meaning that there were limited
options for people to seek care elsewhere at a time when treatment for injuries was in high
demand due to the intensity of the violence in the city.

Health worker killings dramatically increased in 2023, from two recorded in 2022 to 12 in
2023. In one incident in December, a doctor and his brother were shot and killed by four
Habar Gedir-Yabadhaalo Ayr militiamen in a reported clan revenge attack in Galgaduud
region. Al-Shabaab fighters also attacked health care at least four times in 2023.

Decades of violence have stifled the development of Somalia’s health care system. This is
evident in shortages of essential health workers with the latest available data suggesting
nurse, midwife and doctor levels at only four per 10,000 people and a shortage of
approximately 24,000 health workers to meet minimum requirements.

Attacks on health care coupled with broader insecurity have further undermined health care
access and quality by causing many INGOs to conduct remote management of their
operations from Nairobi in Kenya - a substantial distance from the populations being served.
While helping safeguard staff security, this has had the unintended consequences of
increasing operational costs and reducing the ability to effectively assess and respond to
context-specific health needs in Somalia, especially in remote areas.
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Humanitarian needs were further challenged by Somalia’s worst drought since 1981 and
flooding that displaced 1.2 million people and destroyed latrines, contributing to a cholera
outbreak.

Among the report’s recommendations are:
● The International Criminal Court and national courts, through principles of universal

jurisdiction, should, at long last, initiate prosecutions for war crimes and crimes
against humanity involving attacks on the wounded and sick and on health facilities.

● Governments should cease arms transfers to parties to conflict that engage in grave
breaches of international humanitarian law.

● Ministers of Health should engage with their own military and security forces and
armed groups to protect health care from violence and strengthen mechanisms to
mitigate the impacts of attacks on communities, health workers, and the health
system.

● Regional bodies and the UN humanitarian cluster system should expand initiatives to
protect health care in conflict and mitigate the impact of violence against it.

In its 11th annual report, Critical Condition: Violence Against Health Care in Conflict, the
coalition documented 2562 incidents in conflicts across 30 countries, or regions within
countries, or territories in 2023, a 25% increase from 2022, representing 500 more attacks
than documented last year, and the highest ever since the Coalition began reporting
“Violence against health care reached appalling levels in 2023, said Leonard Rubenstein,
Chair of the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) comprising more than
40 nongovernmental organisations. “Whether a product of recklessness, indifference, or
intentional targeting, fighting forces’ contempt for the law brought catastrophic harm to those
in need of care and the health workers and systems intending to aid them. The world fails to
ensure accountability for this violence at its peril.”

Methodology Note: The data in this report is compiled from open sources and
partner-agency contributions of information, date, time, and location of incidents of violence
and obstruction of health care in 2023 and is based on the WHO definition of attacks on
health care. Due to this methodology, there are some differences between SHCC’s
numbers and other reports. Explore the incidents visually on this interactive global map.

###

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition is a group of more than 40 organisations
working to protect health workers and services threatened by war and civil unrest. It has raised
awareness of global attacks on health and pressed United Nations agencies for greater global action
to protect the security of health care. The SHCC monitors attacks, strengthens universal norms of
respect for the right to health, and demands accountability for perpetrators.
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