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Insecurity Insight identified 2267 of violence against or obstruction 
of health care in 53 countries and territories between 01 January 
and 30 September 2024. At least 236 health workers were arrested in 
92 incidents. In most cases, staff were arrested or detained on their own 
or in small groups of up to seven. On 15 February, 72 health workers 
were arrested by Israeli forces during a raid on the Nasser Medical 
Complex in Khan Yunis city in the occupied Palestinian territory. The 
facility, including the maternity department, was raided and turned into a 
military base by Israeli forces on false allegations that Hamas militants 
were hiding inside and holding Israeli hostages. The southern wall of the 
hospital was demolished and two ambulances destroyed. On 22 
February, Israeli forces withdrew from the hospital, although the siege 
continued, severely restricting movement to and from the complex. On 
12 March, two doctors who had been released reported that they had 
been tortured.  

Explore this interactive map to see where incidents happened. Due to HDX policy, our data no longer includes a brief 
event description. Please complete this two-question survey and tell us what you think. Contact us for curated datasets. 
The dataset does not yet include all incidents reported in this News Brief. Data is updated on HDX every Monday. Registered 
HDX user? Follow us for the latest dataset updates. Numbers may change if or when further information is made available.  

Past editions: 02-15 October; 18 September-01 October; 04-17 September; 21 August-03 September; All 

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to 
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported 
on. Join our mailing list. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste 
this link: bit.ly/16-29Oct2024Health 

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
21 October 2024: In Djibo city, Soum province, Sahel region, MSF temporarily suspended their 
services due to concerns over their staff’s safety. Source: MSF 
 
Ethiopia  
19 October 2024: in an unspecified location, a driver, nurses and patients were killed when the 
ambulance they were in was attacked by FANO militia. Source: Personal Communication  
 
23 October 2024: In Bahir Dar town, West Gojjam zone, Amhara region, a nurse was shot and 
injured at Han Health Centre by unidentified gunmen. Source: ACLED1  

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/information-sharing-protocol-occupied-palestinian-territory-june-2024
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/IsZJhqEk
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/information-sharing-protocol-occupied-palestinian-territory-june-2024
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/IsZJhqEk
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-safeguarding-healthcare-monthly-news-briefs-dataset
https://data.humdata.org/organization/insecurity-insight
http://bit.ly/02-15Oct2024GlobalHealth
https://bit.ly/18Sept-01Oct2024Health
https://bit.ly/04-17Sept2024Health
http://bit.ly/21Aug-03Sept2024Health
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
http://insecurityinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SHCC-Methodology.pdf
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.msf.org/msf-temporarily-suspends-activities-djibo-burkina-faso
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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Mali 
20 October 2024: In Gao city and region, the technical director of N’Tillit Health Centre was 
kidnapped from his house by an unidentified armed group. Source: ACLED1  
 
Niger  
17 October 2024: In Tillaberi town and region, a clinic was hit by a drone strike of unidentified origin. 
The facility was treating injured people from a previous strike on a market earlier in the same day at 
the time of the attack. Source: Personal Communication  

 

Sudan 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 465 incidents of violence against or obstruction of 
health care in Sudan since fighting started between Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) 
and Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in April 2023 and 30 September 2024. At least 
60 health workers were arrested or detained in 26 incidents. Health workers were 
arrested at checkpoints, health facilities, inside their homes or while travelling to 
provide medical care to remote areas. The RSF were most commonly identified as 
the perpetrators with five incidents attributed to the SAF. In some cases, health 
workers were arrested on accusations of having affiliations with or providing 
medication to opposing forces. Some detained health workers reported being beaten 
while detained and on one occasion, two male medical volunteers had their heads shaved while detained by the SAF. 
Most health worker arrests in 2023 were recorded in Khartoum state. The exceptions were two incidents in Nyala city 
in South Darfur, including one where at least 20 doctors were arrested by RSF forces and allied militias on accusations 
of treating SAF forces. Since January 2024, health worker arrests have been recorded in Al Jazirah, Blue Nile, North 
Kordofan, Northern and Sennar states.  

Explore this interactive map to see where incidents happened. Due to HDX policy, our data no longer includes a 
brief event description. Please complete this two-question survey and tell us what you think. The dataset does not yet 
include all incidents reported in this News Brief. Please get in touch if you’re interested in curated datasets.  

Incident briefs: 16-29 October; 02-15 October; 18 September-01 October; 04-17 September; All 
SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021 

Asia 

Afghanistan 
11 October 2024: In Zirkoh valley, Shindand district, Herat province, a health centre was stormed 
overnight by Taliban forces who beat and insulted a doctor who had criticised the parking of their 
military vehicle in the emergency area. The Taliban warned other employees that they would be shot 
if they opposed it. Following the incident, the health centre's staff went on strike. The Taliban ended 
the strike after two days without addressing their demands. Source: Etilaat e Roz 
 

Health Worker Arrests and Detentions Almost Doubled in 2023 in Taliban-Ruled 
Afghanistan, according to the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition, coming under 
attack at least 109 times in 2023. More than 80% of the reported cases were attributed to the 
Afghan government, police, and intelligence forces, all of which are under the effective control 
of the Taliban. Health workers arrests or detentions by these forces nearly doubled in 2023, 
while kidnappings decreased by 75% and killings more than halved. Health workers were 
frequently arrested and questioned on accusations of immorality. In other cases, staff were 
detained for not separating male and female patients, travelling without a mahram (male 
guardian), alleged links with Islamic State militants, and alleged financial corruption, forgery, 
and theft. Read more  

 
India 
20 October 2024: In Gangangir town, Ganderbal district, Jammu and Kashmir region, a doctor and 
six others were killed when The Resistance Front (TRF) militants fired at workers engaged in the 
construction of a tunnel and hurled a grenade at a vehicle. The militants claimed the tunnel would 
be used primarily for Indian military purposes. Sources: First Post and The Khorsan Diary 
 

https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024SDNHealth
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/information-sharing-protocol-occupied-palestinian-territory-june-2024
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/IsZJhqEk
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/02-15Oct2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/18Sept-01Oct2024SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/04-17Sept2024SDNHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/sudan
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021Arabic
https://www.etilaatroz.com/212856/%da%a9%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%85%d9%86%d8%af%d8%a7%d9%86-%db%8c%da%a9-%d9%85%d8%b1%da%a9%d8%b2-%d8%b5%d8%ad%db%8c-%d8%af%d8%b1-%d9%87%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%aa/
https://shcc.pub/AFG2023
https://shcc.pub/AFG2023
http://shcc.pub/AFG2023
https://www.firstpost.com/india/kashmir-terror-attack-linked-to-chinese-interests-says-pakistan-based-outfit-13827855.html
https://x.com/khorasandiary/status/1848104657991897196
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024SDNHealth
http://shcc.pub/AFG2023
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Myanmar 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 1500 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care in Myanmar since 
the military coup on 01 February 2021 and 01 October 2024. In these incidents, 930 health workers have been 
arrested and 126 killed and health facilities damaged 327 times. High incident numbers continue to be recorded in 
Sagaing region in 2024. Incidents increased in the Mandalay region between June and August 2024 and mainly 
involved health facilities being damaged by explosive weapons use or repurposed for non-medical uses in Pyin Oo 
Lwin and Myingyan districts.   

Explore the incidents on our interactive map1.. Access this data on HDX. The 
dataset no longer includes event descriptions due to HDX policy. Please complete 
this two-question survey and tell us what you think. The dataset does not yet 
include all incidents reported in this News Brief. Data is updated every Monday. 
Follow us for the latest updates. Numbers may change if or when further 
information is made available.  

Incident briefs: 16-29 October; 02-15 October; 18 September-01 October; 04-
17 September; All 
SHCC Factsheets: Burmese: 2023. English: 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020 

 

Pakistan 
29 October 2024: In Orakzai district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, a health office where a polio 
vaccination team were gathered ahead of a door-to-door campaign was attacked by gunmen, 
triggering a shootout that left two police officers dead. Around 13 polio team members were present 
during the attack. In response, the polio campaign was suspended. Pakistan on 28 October launched 
a nationwide polio drive to vaccinate 45 million children under age five after a surge in new cases. 
The campaign is the third this year. Sources: ABC News, Reuters and VOA 
 
29 October 2024: In North Waziristan district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, a health centre was 
stormed by militants who snatched guns from officers and warned health workers who had gathered 
there not to take part in the anti-polio campaign. Source: ABC News and VOA 

Europe 

Ukraine 
18 October 2024: In Stanislav village, Kherson raion and oblast, an ambulance was hit and 
damaged by a Russian forces drone strike. Sources: Kherson OV, OCHA and Suspilne Media 
 
21 October 2024: In Dnipro district, Kherson city, raion and oblast, two paramedics were injured 
when an ambulance crew was hit by a Russian drone. Source: Suspilne Media 
 
25 October 2024: In Dnipro city and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, a hospital was damaged by missile 
attacks by Russian forces. Other civilian infrastructure was also damaged, with dozens of people 
injured, including children. Sources: OCHA and Reuters 

Russian Forces Continued its Attack on Ukraine's Health System in 2023 
The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) report (available in English and  
Ukrainian) documents 394 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care in Ukraine 
in 2023. The ongoing conflict, initiated by Russia’s full-scale invasion in February 2022, has left 
nearly a fifth of Ukraine’s territory under occupation and has caused extensive damage to 
civilian and energy infrastructure. Over 12 million Ukrainians have faced energy disruptions, 
and severe flooding in June 2023 further exacerbated the humanitarian crisis, affecting over 
sixty thousand people. About 40% of the Ukrainian population is estimated  to require 
humanitarian assistance in 2024.  

SHCC factsheets: 2023: English and Ukrainian: 2022: English  

 

 

https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/myanmar-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/information-sharing-protocol-occupied-palestinian-territory-june-2024
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/IsZJhqEk
https://data.humdata.org/organization/insecurity-insight
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/02-15Oct2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/18Sept-01Oct2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/18Sept-01Oct2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/04-17Sept2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/04-17Sept2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/04-17Sept2024MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/21Aug-03Sept2024MMRHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/myanmar
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023MY
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023MY
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023
https://shcc.pub/MMR2022
https://shcc.pub/MMR2022
https://shcc.pub/MMR2021
https://shcc.pub/MMR2021
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMyanmar
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMyanmar
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/attack-health-center-dealing-polio-northwestern-pakistan-kills-115249669
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/least-one-policeman-dies-pakistan-gunmen-attack-polio-vaccination-teams-sources-2024-10-29/
https://www.voanews.com/a/militant-attacks-in-pakistan-hinder-polio-immunization-campaigns/7845343.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/attack-health-center-dealing-polio-northwestern-pakistan-kills-115249669
https://www.voanews.com/a/militant-attacks-in-pakistan-hinder-polio-immunization-campaigns/7845343.html
https://t.me/khersonskaODA/26055
https://www.unocha.org/news/todays-top-news-occupied-palestinian-territory-lebanon-ukraine-0
https://suspilne.media/kherson/861309-na-hersonsini-cerez-obstrili-poraneni-devat-ludej-armia-rf-bila-po-16-naselenih-punktah/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/862937-u-hersoni-brigada-svidkoi-potrapila-pid-udar-rosijskogo-bezpilotnika/
https://www.unocha.org/news/todays-top-news-occupied-palestinian-territory-lebanon-sudan-philippines
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-missile-attack-kills-three-ukraines-dnipro-hits-houses-medical-building-2024-10-25/
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023UK
https://shcc.pub/UKR2022
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024MMRHealth
https://shcc.pub/UKR2023
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Middle East and North Africa 

Israel 
28 October 2024: Across Israeli territory and areas under Israel’s control, including the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank, the Israeli parliament approved a bill to ban the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) from operating inside the country. This ban could mean 
the eviction of the UNRWA from headquarters and offices and will severely impact its ability to 
provide essential services, such as healthcare and education, to Palestinians. Sources: Al Jazeera, 
Al Jazeera II, Quds News Network, Quds News Network I  and Quds News Network II 
 
Lebanon 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 194 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care in Lebanon between 
08 October 2023 and 27 October 2024. In these incidents, health facilities were damaged or destroyed on 75 
occasions. All of these reported 75 incidents involved the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) using explosive weapons, 
including drone and plane strikes, artillery and shelling, damaging clinics, health centres, hospitals and pharmacies. 
Additionally, at least 95 health workers were killed and 56 injured within these facilities during the bombings. Damage 
or destruction to health facilities was documented in six of Lebanon’s nine governorates with high numbers recorded 
in Lebanon’s southern Nabatieh governorate, followed by South governorate. Over three-quarters of the reported 
damage or destruction to health facilities took place during Israel's large-scale airstrikes on southern Lebanon and the 
Bekaa region, which began in September. 

Explore the incidents on our interactive map1.. Access this data on HDX. The dataset 
no longer includes event descriptions or geo-coordinates due to HDX policy. Please 
complete this two-question survey and tell us what you think. The dataset does not yet 
include all incidents reported in this News Brief. Data is updated every Monday. Follow 
us for the latest updates. Numbers may change if or when further information is made 
available.  

 
Incident briefs: 16-29 October;  02-15 October; 18 September-01 October 2024 
Press Release:  Explosions and Airstrikes Devastate Lebanon’s Health System 
Analysis report: Attacks on Health Care in Lebanon 7 October 2023-30 June 2024 

 
Occupied Palestinian Territory 
 

Insecurity Insight identified 1736 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Israel 
and the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 15 October 2024. During this period, at least 
eight health facilities were reportedly repurposed into military bases or for other non-medical purposes by Israeli forces. 
All but two were located in North Gaza and Gaza governorates. Al Shifa Hospital and the Turkish-Palestinian 
Friendship Hospital in Gaza city were taken over more than once.  

Explore the incidents on our interactive map and on this data 
visualisation by Soha Elghany. Access this data on HDX (no 
longer includes event descriptions or geo-coordinates due to 
HDX policy. Complete this two-question survey and tell us 
what you think). Data is updated every Monday. Follow us for 
the latest updates. Numbers may change if or when further 
information is made available.  

Incident briefs: 16-29 October; 02-15 October; 18 September-01 October; 04-17 September; All 
SHCC Factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021 

 
Syrian Arab Republic 
12 October 2024: In Hatla neighbourhood, Deir-ez-Zor city and governorate, a doctor was injured 
during a kidnapping attempt by  gunmen who fired live ammunition at him. He was thrown on a 
nearby road after the abduction attempt failed. Sources: ACLED1 and SOHR 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/28/israel-parliament-approves-bill-to-ban-unrwa
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2024/10/28/live-medics-among-seven-killed-in-israeli-attack-on-south-lebanon?update=3280743
https://x.com/QudsNen/status/1851223316410835388
https://x.com/QudsNen/status/1851269015085133957
https://x.com/QudsNen/status/1851349936958218448
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/aid-security-risk-in-lebanon
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/information-sharing-protocol-occupied-palestinian-territory-june-2024
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/IsZJhqEk
https://data.humdata.org/organization/insecurity-insight
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024LBNHealth
http://bit.ly/02-15Oct2024LBNHealth
http://bit.ly/18Sept-01Oct2024LBNHealth
https://bit.ly/LBNPressReleaseOct2024
https://bit.ly/LBNHealthJuly2024
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/soha.elghany/viz/AidinPalestine/Dashboard1
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/soha.elghany/viz/AidinPalestine/Dashboard1
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/opt-violent-and-threatening-incidents-against-healthcare
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/information-sharing-protocol-occupied-palestinian-territory-june-2024
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/IsZJhqEk
https://data.humdata.org/organization/insecurity-insight
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024OPTHealth
http://bit.ly/02-15Oct2024Health
http://bit.ly/18Sept-01Oct2024OPTHealth
http://bit.ly/04-17Sept2024OPTHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/occupied-palestinian-territory-opt
https://shcc.pub/OPT2023
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021
https://shcc.pub/OPT2023AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021Arabic
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021Arabic
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/346383/
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024LBNHealth
http://bit.ly/16-29Oct2024OPTHealth
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The Americas 
Haiti  
03 October 2024: In Pont-Sonde town, Bocozelle communal section, Saint-Marc commune, 
Artibonite department, a health centre was torched by members of the Gran Grif gang during a 
massacre carried out in the town. Source: The Guardian  
 

Health care attacks quadrupled and health worker kidnappings surged in Haiti in 2023 amid the deteriorating 
security situation, according to a report by the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition. Since 2021, Haiti has 
faced escalating violence, particularly in Port-au-Prince, as criminal gangs compete for control. The Armed Conflict 
Location & Event Data Project reported that gang violence doubled in 2023. By the end of 2023, around 80% of Port-
au-Prince was under gang control, with violence spreading 
to other regions, such as Artibonite. According to UNICEF, 
by the end of 2023, approximately 5.5 million people 
required humanitarian assistance and struggled to access 
basic necessities, including health care. The suspension 
of police services in certain areas at the start of 2023 led 
to a spike in kidnappings in Port-au-Prince, forcing some 
hospitals to cease operations. As in so many conflicts, this 
violence also affected health care. Factsheet available in 
English and French.  

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and 
access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 
local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list 
of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 
or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the 
Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University 
of Manchester and by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government, USAID, the U.S. Governments who 
are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.   

Insecurity Insight. 2024. Attacks on Health Care Bi-Monthly News Brief, 16-29 October 2024. Switzerland: Insecurity Insight. 
bit.ly/16-29Oct2024Health 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 30 October 2024 
 

                                                                               

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/oct/16/haiti-gang-mass-killing
https://acleddata.com/2024/03/06/gangs-active-in-haiti-double-since-2021-acled-insight/
https://acleddata.com/2024/03/06/gangs-active-in-haiti-double-since-2021-acled-insight/
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/unicef-haiti-end-year-humanitarian-situation-report-no-10-december-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/unicef-haiti-end-year-humanitarian-situation-report-no-10-december-2023
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/database?location%5B0%5D=80&page=1
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/database?location%5B0%5D=80&page=1
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-humanitarian-note-series-new-paradigm-issue-2-impact-violence-access-health-care-23-april-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-humanitarian-note-series-new-paradigm-issue-2-impact-violence-access-health-care-23-april-2023
http://shcc.pub/HTI2023
http://shcc.pub/HTI2023FR
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/
http://shcc.pub/HTI2023

