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Hovering Threats The Challenges of Armed Drones in Humanitarian Contexts
This report examines how conflict parties’ increased use of armed drones affects '

the delivery of aid in conflict zones. It explores strategies to mitigate risks to aid
workers, operations, and health care delivery by reviewing both the technical
characteristics of armed drones and their munitions, as well as best practices when
dealing with the armed drone threat in aid security risk management processes and
procedures. The report concludes with actionable recommendations for aid agency

security risk managers and advocates. . I

) —— — -
The use of armed drones that impacted health care services has been recorded since w9 a0 W Az A s
2016. The first case of aid and health operations being directly affected was recorded in [ 2 oz

Syria after a Russian armed drone struck an IDP camp and, in a separate incident, a

drone delivered explosive struck a gynaecology centre. Since 2016, health services have frequently reported being
impacted by drone-delivered explosives, 300 incidents (70% of all recorded incidents) of drone use affecting health
programmes in 16 countries and territories. Read more: full report; summary report

Past editions: 11-24 December; 27 November-10 December; 13-26 November; 30 October-12 November; All

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported

on. Join our mailing list.

Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link: bit.ly/25Dec-
07Jan2025Health

SHCC Attacks on Health Care

The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safequarding Health in
Conflict Coalition (SHCC).

Africa
Democratic Republic of the Congo
05 January 2025: In Rusayo, Nyiragongo territory, North Kivu province, a male nurse was killed by
two suspected Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) soldiers when
arriving at the Hospital Health Centre Rusayo. Source: ACLED?

Mali

24 December 2024: In Tanaynait, Kidal region, the local health center was destroyed using
explosives and a nurse was arrested by the Milain Armed Forces (FAMa) and Wagner forces.
Source: ACLED?

South Sudan

02 January 2025: On the outskirts of Duk Padiet town, Duk county, Jonglei state, a police officer
was shot and killed in a road ambush by unidentified perpetrators while escorting a team of health
workers tasked with responding to a cholera outbreak in a remote part of the county. Source: Radio

Tamazuj
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Sudan

Insecurity Insight identified 519 attacks on Sudan's health care system since | feporeincieris stvicknceagonsiorebsincionofeathcare
fighting started between Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and Rapid Support |:

Forces (RSF) in April 2023 and 26 November 2024. At least 119 health workers
have been killed, 87 injured and 65 arrested. Health facilities have been damaged
128 times, some on multiple occasions. Pharmacies have been looted and vital

medicine obstructed from reaching people. During 2024, incidents have increased

in Al Jazirah and North Darfur states. High incident numbers continue to be reported

in Khartoum states but not to the same extent as in 2023.

Explore this interactive map to see where incidents happened. Access the data on |II“IIII|II IIIII
HDX. The dataset does not currently include event descriptions or geo-coordinates S5 SRSSSRTIIIAIITAYS
due to HDX policy. Data is updated every Monday. Numbers may change if or when e wwme
further information is made available. e

Incident briefs: 25 December-07 January; 11-24 December; 27 November-10 December; 13-26 November; All
SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021

How Over a Year of Violence and Humanitarian Access Restrictions Have Produced Famine Conditions

This report focuses on reported conflict-related incidents involving food-related violence in Sudan between 15 April
2023 and 31 November 2024. These incidents included the damaging and destruction of markets and food production
factories by explosive weapons use and arson; the looting of markets, food aid and livestock; and incidents of violence
directly affecting people at markets and travelling to and from markets. Other factors

undermining food security included blockades disrupting food supply chains and [
humanitarian food aid deliveries, and restrictions on access to agricultural land due
to insecurity. The report indicates how over a year of persistent violence and severe
humanitarian access restrictions directly led to the famine conditions declared in
parts of Sudan in July 2024. The repetition of violent incidents directly affecting
objects that are indispensable to the survival of the civilian population suggests that
conflict parties have, in some cases, taken limited — or even no — precautionary |
measures to protect these objects. The analysis is based on the Food Insecurity and
Violent Conflict (FIVC)-Sudan dataset available on HDX.

Asia
Myanmar

Attacks on Health Care in Myanmar incident briefs:
25 December 2024-07 January 2025; 11-24 December; 27 November-10 December; 13-26 November; All

SHCC Factsheets: Burmese: 2023. English: 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020

Eu rope
Ukraine
25 December 2024: In Dnipro city, urban hromada and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, a health facility,
six schools and seven kindergartens were damaged in a Russian forces attack on the city using
drones and missiles. Sources: 056, Bukvy,Real Vin, RBC, Ukrinform and We-Ukraine

25 December 2024: In Dnipro city, urban hromada and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, over a hundred
patients were evacuated from a hospital due to a large-scale attack on the city's infrastructure,
including homes by Russian forces. Sources: 056, 24tv, Inkorr, Real Vin, Ukrinform, Vidimo
Media and We-Ukraine

Insecurity Insight — Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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30 December 2024: In Oleshky district, Kherson raion and oblast, a doctor was killed and a chief
physician injured in a Ukrainian drone strike which reportedly directly struck the chief physician's
office within the central hospital. Source: TF1

04 January 2025: In Semenivka city and urban hromada, Novhorod-Siverskyi raion, Chernihiv
oblast, a hospital, residential buildings and civilian infrastructure were damaged in an attack, by
Russian forces using four KAB-500S-E guided bombs (Correctable Aerial Bomb). Nine people were
injured, including two children, eight and 13 years-old. Sources: 24tv, Bukvy, Cheline, Chernihiv
Regional State Administration, Cntime, Inkorr, Obozrevatel, News.LIVE, NV, Regio News,
Rubryka, Slovo i Dilo, TSN and Ukrinform

05 January 2025: In Kivsharivka rural settlement, Kupiansk raion, Kharkiv oblast, a hospital,
ambulance and residential buildings were damaged by an FPV (First-Person View) drone and
artillery attack by Russian forces. Sources: 057, 2day, ArmyInform, Dumka, Kharkiv_Regional
Prosecutor's Office, Kharkiv_Times, Nakypilo, News.LIVE, Rayon In, Ukrinform and WE-
UKRAINE

Since the onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, there have been 1582 attacks on
the country’s health care facilities, workers, and medical infrastructure:

e Hospitals and clinics have been damaged or destroyed 801 times

e 252 health workers have been killed

e 106 attacks that impacted a hospital’s access to energy or water supply
systems

e 89 attacks on services that provide health care to children

e 67 attacks on services provided for women during pregnancy, childbirth
and the postnatal period

Explore this interactive map (available in English and Ukrainian) to see where incidents took place between 24
February 2022 and 25 October 2024.

Russian Forces Continued its Attack on Ukraine's Health System in 2023 gﬂ'gn‘femfmm%mmmmﬂm
The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) report (available in English and A
Ukrainian) documents 394 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care in

Ukraine in 2023. Health worker killings increased in 2023 and health facilities continued e

to be repurposed by Russian forces as military hospitals and used for non-medical
purposes in the temporarily occupied parts of Ukraine. Attacks by drones armed with
explosives increasingly impacted health care. Health care provision continued to be
seriously undermined in 2023, especially in territory under Russian occupation and areas
in eastern Ukraine close to front line fighting.
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SHCC factsheets: 2023: English and Ukrainian: 2022: English

Middle East and North Africa

Lebanon

Insecurity Insight identified 507 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health
care in Lebanon between 08 October 2023 and 03 December 2024. In these incidents, at
least 415 health workers were killed, 426 injured and health facilities damaged at least 208
times. All of these reported 507 incidents were attributed to the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF)..
Explore the incidents on our interactive map-. Access this data on HDX. The dataset does %
not currently include event descriptions or geo-coordinates due to HDX policy. Data is
updated every Monday. Numbers may change if or when further information is made o
available. alE
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Occupied Palestinian Territory

Insecurity Insight identified 2141 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Israel
and the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 24 December 2024. In the West Bank and
East Jerusalem, where 364 incidents were recorded, health workers faced arrests, threats, and harassment, while health
facilities were raided, and ambulances were obstructed and searched in incidents mostly attributed to Israeli forces.
Most obstructions occurred during road travel or at checkpoints, where the “back-to-back” (B2B) method of transferring
a patient to a different ambulance when crossing from the West Bank to Jerusalem. This process often involved
searches, delays, and harassment of medical staff, preventing them from providing care. Nearly a third of the 364
incidents took place at refugee camps with high numbers recorded in Jenin, Nur Shams and Tulkarem refugee camps.
Explore the incidents on our interactive map. Access this data on HDX. The dataset does not currently include event
descriptions or geo-coordinates due to HDX policy. Data is updated every Monday. Numbers may change if or when
further information is made available.
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Recorded Violence Against Health Care in Israel and the oPt, 07 October 2023-24 December 2024
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Yemen
15 January 2025: In Lawdar district, Abyan governorate, fighting took place inside Muhanaf Hospital
between two armed groups. Two people were shot and injured. Source: AWSD?

The Americas
Haiti
29-30 December 2024: In Delmas, Ouest department, a warehouse belonging to Bernard Mevs
Hospital was looted by gang members. The facility had previously been attacked by the Viv Ansanm
Gang between 15 and 16 December 2024. Source: ACLED?

Global Health Insecurity

These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel.

Africa
Mozambique
25 December 2024: In Maputo, the Maputo Central Hospital (HCM) had its activities disrupted due
to the post-electoral social unrest which prevented the delivery of supplies and the arrival of
healthcare professionals. Source: Club of Mozambigue

Reported on 26 December 2024: In Matola, Maputo province, pharmacies and several other public
and private establishments were vandalized and looted by civilians following social unrest triggered
by the announcement of Mozambique’s election results. Source: Club of Mozambigue

Insecurity Insight — Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the
delivery of and access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared
from information available in local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported
are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been
independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information remains the
responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity
Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of the UK government
through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University of Manchester, the Tides
Foundation and by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government, the Tides
Foundation. USAID or the U.S. Government who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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' Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 16 January 2025.

2The Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD) does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected
by an incident. This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names published
in this format and to afford equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. Accessed on 09
January 2025.
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