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Security Risk Management for Health Care (SR4H) Handbook

Insecurity Insight has developed a comprehensive handbook on security risk management tailored specifically for the health
sector. Health care provision has unique characteristics that shape its specific exposure to security risks in conflict zones.
The Security Risk Management for Health Care (SR4H) Handbook — available in Arabic, English, French and Spanish -
provides guidance on how to implement a range of actions intended to promote respectful and violence-free environments
and prepare individuals or organisations to face and respond appropriately to violent incidents, also dealing with the
aftermath of such events. While this handbook is primarily aimed at health programme managers providing frontline
services, it is also highly relevant for non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working with partners who implement
healthcare services. The handbook helps to identify practical activities that local health partners can implement and that
NGO partners can include in partnership agreements and budget for. The SR4H Handbook brings together some of the
best practices on security risk management and proposes a framework adapted for health care providers working
with limited resources. The objective is to promote an approach that considers the safety and security of health
professionals while ensuring patients’ access to care.
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Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported
on. Join our mailing list. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste
this link: bit.ly/22Jan-04Feb2025Health

SHCC Attacks on Health Care

The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in
Conflict Coalition (SHCC).

Africa
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Around 27 January 2025: In Charité Maternelle General Hospital, Goma city, North Kivu province,
the maternity ward was shelled during clashes between M23 and the Congolese army, killing and
injuring an unspecified number of newborns and pregnant women. Source: La Croix International
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Around 28 January 2025: In Goma city, North Kivu province, a baby in an incubator at Virunga
General Hospital was injured by an M23 bullet that pierced the ceiling of the neonatal unit during
clashes between M23 and FARDC. Source: Personal Communication

As reported on 28 January: In Goma city, North Kivu province, a medicine warehouse was looted
during clashes between M23 and FARDC. Source: Narooma News

28 January 2025: In Goma city, North Kivu province, the roof of the operating theatre in Kyeshero
Hospital was damaged amid clashes between M23 and FARDC. Source: MSF

28 January 2025: In Goma city, North Kivu province, an ambulance driver was shot during armed
clashes between M23 and the Congolese army. Source: Relief Web

28 January 2025: In Goma city, North Kivu province, two LNGO ambulances were attacked by
suspected M23 forces while attempting to evacuate wounded people. Source: OCHA News

As reported on 29 January 2025: In Goma city, North Kivu province, equipment and medicines
were looted from Kyeshero Hospital during armed clashes between M23 and FARDC. Source: MSE

As reported on 29 January 2025: In Goma city, North Kivu province, an unspecified number of
ambulances were attacked during clashes between M23 and FARDC. Source: HumAngle

Ethiopia

01 February 2025: In Bahir Dar city, Bahir Dar Special zone, Amhara region, a doctor and
researcher at Bahir Dar University’s Tbebe Gion College of Medical Sciences was shot and killed
while returning from his place of work to his home by unidentified perpetrators around 19:00. Another
doctor from the same hospital escaped. Sources: ACLED?!, Amhara America and DW

Nigeria

21 January 2025: In Nnewi city, Nnewi North LGA, Anambra state, a urologist of Nnamdi Azikiwe
University Teaching Hospital was kidnapped in front of his house while returning from work by
gunmen. He was released four days later. Source: Premium Times

As reported on 05 February 2025: In the Konduga community, Borno state, a health facility run by
Family Health International (FHI360) was closed due to the US executive order suspending all US
foreign assistance for 90 days starting Jan. 20. The facility previously treated over 200 patients daily
and offered medical assistance and nutritional supplements for malnourished children. The abrupt
suspension of US foreign aid left several vulnerable persons in Nigeria’s conflict areas without
healthcare, food, and livelihoods, with no immediate alternatives. Source: HumAngle

Sudan

Insecurity Insight identified 521 attacks on Sudan's health care system [, e wied in sudan, 15 Api 20218 December 2024
since fighting started between SAF and RSF in April 2023 and 18 Other states (31)  m Al Jazirah (21)  m North Darfur (18)
December 2024. At least 120 health workers were killed, 97 injured and 67 |
arrested. Health facilities were damaged 136 times and taken over for non-
medical purposes on 51 occasions. Most health worker killings involved
perpetrators shooting and killing health workers working inside hospitals,
clinics, or their homes. The RSF forces were most commonly identified as the |,

perpetrators. During 2024, health worker killings increased in Al Jazirah and I
North Darfur states. I

Explore our interactive map to see where incidents happened. Access the data I II
on HDX (the dataset no longer includes event descriptions or geo-coordinates < :
due to HDX policy).
Incident briefs: 22 January-04 February; 08-21 January; 25 December-07 January 2025; 11-24 December; All
SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021 (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021
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Asia
Myanmar

Insecurity Insight identified 1574 incidents of violence against or |incidents of violence against or obstruction of health cars in
obstruction of health care in Myanmar since the military coup on 01 | Myanmar. 01 February 2021-22 December 2024

L. o m Incidents where explosive weapons were used (350)
February 2021 and 22 December 2024. In these incidents, health facilities |maiotrerincidens (1224)
were damaged 348 times and taken over for non-medical purposes on at |
least 202 occasions. In addition, 136 health workers were killed and 836

arrested. 0

From 2023, incidents involving explosive weapons use impacting health |~
care have increased with high numbers recorded in Sagaing region during
armed clashes between resistance forces and the Myanmar junta. Since

January 2024, Myanmar junta airstrikes have damaged health facilities 15 |,
times in Rakhine’s Mrauk-U, Sittwe, and Thandwe districts amid offensives ||| | ||| | | || " || || | |||| || ||
1]

against the Arakan Army. From March 2024, incidents involving explosive
weapons use impacting health care also increased in Mandalay's Pyin Oo l; SRR ER R Y
Lwin district amid junta-resistance clashes.

Explore our interactive map to see where incidents happened.' Access the data on HDX. The dataset no longer
includes event descriptions due to HDX policy.

Incident briefs: 22 January-04 February; 08-21 January; 25 December-07 January; 11-24 December; 2All
SHCC Factsheets: Burmese: 2023. English: 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020

Pakistan

02 February 2025: In Jamrud town and tehsil, Peshawar Division, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region, a
police officer travelling to guard polio vaccinations on the first day of a nationwide immunisation
effort, after a year of rising cases, was killed when Taliban members on motorcycles opened fire at
him. The Taliban seized the officers weapons and claimed the attack. Source: New Age

Europe
Ukraine
21 January 2025: In Horlivka city and raion, Donetsk oblast, a hospital and three schools were
damaged when Ukrainian forces launched drone strikes and shelled Russian Donetsk Army Forces
with 155mm artillery. Source: Eenix Insight

As reported on 23 January 2025: In Starytsiaa rural settlement, Chuhuiv raion, Kharkiv oblast, a
male combat medic of the 210th and 172nd battalions of the Territorial Defense was killed during
fighting. Sources: 20minut, Sich News and VitaTV

As reported on 23 January 2025: Near Ocheretyne rural settlement, Pokrovsk raion, Donetsk
oblast, a male combat medic of the 1st Mechanized Platoon, 1st Mechanized Company, 2nd
Mechanized Battalion, and sergeant, was killed during fighting. He died on April 12, 2024. Before
that, he was considered missing. Sources: 18000, Novo Doba and Provce

29 January 2025: In Kupiansk city and raion, Kharkiv oblast and raion, an ambulance was struck
and damaged by a Russian forces FPV drone. The driver, doctor and paramedic were injured.
Sources: ACLED?, OCHA News and Personal Communication

As reported on 30 January 2025: In Odessa oblast, a hospital was damaged by suspected Russian
forces. Source: OCHA News

01 February 2025: In Nikopol city, urban hromada and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, a hospital was
damaged and a patient injured by Russian MLRS "Grad" and heavy artillery shelling. A school,
homes and greenhouses were also damaged. Sources: 056, 1kr, D1, DniproTV, Sobitie, Vidomo,
Zmist and ZN,UA
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04 February 2025: In Kyiv, debris of a downed drone fell near the outpatient clinic of the Pechersk
District Primary Health Centredamaging a window. Source: Kyiv News

04 February 2025: In Pokrovsk city, urban hromada and raion. Donetsk oblast, a heating station
located in the central hospital was destroyed in a Russian airstrike. Both the hospital and the heating
station stopped working as a result. Sources: Suspilne, V-Variant | and V-Variant Il

Middle East and North Africa

Lebanon

26 January 2025: In Blida city, Marjayoun district, Nabatieh governorate, an Islamic Risala Scout
Association paramedic was Killed by Israeli forces gunfire, while Lebanese families made their way
back to their southern homes after the ceasefire expired. Sources: ACLED! and Drop Site News

27 January 2025: In Ramieh village, Bint Jbeil district, Nabatieh governorate, an unspecified number
of Islamic Risala Scout Association health workers and paramedics were fired at by Israeli forces
while they were trying to retrieve bodies. Source: ACLED!

29 January 2025: In Maroun er Ras town, Bint Jbeil district, Nabatieh governorate, an Islamic Risala
Scout Association vehicle was fired at by Israeli forces. Source: ACLED?

Occupied Palestinian Territory

30 January 2025: In the Occupied Palestinian Territories, an Israeli ban on UNRWA came into
effect, depriving tens of thousands of Palestinian refugees of services, including education and
health care. The staff were moved to Jerusalem after the offices were forcibly closed. Sources:
WAFA and WAFA |

Recorded Violence Against Health Care in Israel and the oPt, 07 October 2023-19 January 2025
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Insecurity Insight identified 2569 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Israel
and the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 19 January 2025.! In the West Bank and
East Jerusalem, where 618 incidents were recorded, 12 health workers were killed, 137 arrested and over 100 injured.
Ambulances and health workers were prevented from providing vital medical care to people in need at least 155 times.
Incidents have increased in the West Bank and East Jerusalem since the 19 January Gaza ceasefire. Al-Amal
Hospital, Israa Specialized Hospital, Martyr Thabet Thabet Hospital and Tulkarm Hospital have been besieged and
ambulances obstructed from reaching people in need. The entrance to Jenin Governmental Hospital and roads leading
to the facility have been bulldozed by Israeli forces (see below for more details).

Explore the incidents on our interactive map?and on this data visualisation by Soha Elghany. Access the data on
HDX. The dataset no longer includes event descriptions due to HDX policy.

Incident briefs: 22 January-04 February; 08-21 January; 25 December-07 January; 11-24 December; All
SHCC Factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021
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Syrian Arab Republic

18 January 2025: In Al-Hurriyah village, Qalaat al-Madiq subdistrict, Al-Sugaylabiyah district, Hama
governorate, a Kurdish Red Crescent ambulance was hit by a Turkey-Syrian National Army (SNA)
drone strike, injuring one of the crew, while transporting a wounded civilian from a previous drone
on protesters in the Tishreen Dam. Sources: Human Rights Watch and Telegram

29 January 2025: In Manbij city, Aleppo governorate, a car bomb detonated in front of a hospital
and school, killing one person and injuring seven others. Source: OCHA

The Americas
Mexico
31 January 2025: In Culiacan, Sinaloa, an ambulance was intercepted and two Red Cross
paramedics were hit and injured by unidentified perpetrators. Source: ACLED?

Global Health Insecurity

These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel.

Africa
Burundi
30 January 2025: In Musongati, Buhinga locality, Rutana province, a doctor was arrested while
working by SNR agents, allegedly due to his intervention during a WhatsApp group conversation
regarding the increase of doctors' salary by the government. His whereabouts remain unknown.
Sources: ACLED!

30 January 2025: In Gahombo town, Kayanza province, a doctor was arrested while working by
SNR agents, allegedly due to his intervention during a WhatsApp group conversation regarding the
increase of doctors' salary by the government. His whereabouts remain unknown. Sources:
ACLED!

31 January 2025: In Mpanda, Gahwazi locality, Bubanza province, a doctor was arrested while
working by SNR agents allegedly due to his intervention during a WhatsApp group conversation
regarding the increase of doctors' salary by the government. His whereabouts remain unknown.
Sources: ACLED!?

31 January 2025: In Mivo village, Ngozi province, a doctor was abducted while working by SNR
agents. The victim was allegedly abducted due to his intervention during a WhatsApp group
conversation regarding the increase of doctors' salary by the government. His whereabouts remain
unknown. Sources: ACLED!?

Europe
Serbia
31 January 2025: On Palmoti¢eva Street, Belgrade city, Central Serbia region, two female doctors
were knocked down by a driver who drove through a protest gathering in front of the Institute for
Mental Health. The car was stopped meters away from a tribute to the victims of the Novi Sad
Railway Station tragedy. Sources: N1 and Zeleno-levi front
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This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and
access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in
local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list
of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of,
or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the
Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University
of Manchester and the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government or
the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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