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Main trends

« Food-related violence was reported recurrently in Mali in 2024, especially in the Mopti,
Ségou, and Gao regions between January and August and in December.

» Thelooting of livestock, attacks at markets, violence affecting travellers to and from markets,
and granary burnings were the main types of reported violence.

* In late November 2024, JNIM militants blockaded Léré in the Timbuktu region after
destroying a bridge linking Léré to Niafunké in the preceding days. Two months later,
the inhabitants of Léré reported shortages of essential food items as the blockade
continued. This added to the large areas of Mali where intermittent armed group blockades
and extorted charges had already been imposed on transport routes, undermining food

security during 2024.
* Many parts of central and northern Mali — including Gao and parts of Kidal, Ménaka, Mopti

and Timbuktu — are expected to experience Integrated Food Security Phase Classification
4 (“Emergency”) in the period to May 2025.

Figure 1: Reported incidents of key food-related violence in Mali in 2024

¢ Granary burning incident (6 reported incidents)
e Market-related incident (16 reported incidents)

mF Livestock looting incident (104 reported incidents)
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00223433221099309
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20250130-mali-l%C3%A9r%C3%A9-dans-la-r%C3%A9gion-de-tombouctou-sous-blocus-jihadiste-depuis-deux-mois
https://www.rfi.fr/en/africa/20241215-under-siege-in-l%C3%A9r%C3%A9-the-latest-malian-town-cut-off-by-jihadists
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20250130-mali-l%C3%A9r%C3%A9-dans-la-r%C3%A9gion-de-tombouctou-sous-blocus-jihadiste-depuis-deux-mois
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodAug2024
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodAug2024
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Mali_Acute_Malnutrition_June2024_May2025_Report_French.pdf

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

» Proactive actions should be taken to mitigate the worst foreseeable effects of food-related
violence and blockades, including supporting resilience and positive coping strategies in
affected communities.

» Information gaps resulting from the potentially long-term discontinuation and disruption
of information services including the FEWSNET need to be addressed.

The dataset on which this briefing is based can be downloaded from the Humanitarian Data
Exchange (HDX).
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https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/jan/31/trumps-aid-freeze-shuts-down-gold-standard-famine-monitoring-system
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/conflict-hunger-and-aid-security
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/conflict-hunger-and-aid-security
https://bit.ly/FoodMethodology

REPORTED LIVESTOCK LOOTING INCIDENTS

IN MOPTI AND GAO IN 2024

The looting of livestock, including cattle, sheep and goats, was the most frequent form of
reported food-related violence. The majority of incidents were in the Mopti and Gao regions.

Most incidents in Mopti were attributed to JNIM militants, whereas in Gao IS Sahel was the
most frequently named perpetrator.

Several hundred livestock were taken in some incidents, which often also involved physical
violence against civilians. Armed groups have transported large numbers of livestock stolen
in Mali into Burkina Faso and Niger to trade the animals as part of an illicit cross-border
trade, profits from which were partly used to finance and sustain these armed groups’
activities.

Reporting barriers mean that the reported livestock looting figures are likely to only partially
reflect the full extent of the problem.

Figure 2: Reported livestock looting incidents in Mopti and Gao in 2024, and attributed conflict parties
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https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Flore-Berger-Locked-horns-Cattle-rustling-and-Malis-war-economy-March-2023.pdf
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Flore-Berger-Locked-horns-Cattle-rustling-and-Malis-war-economy-March-2023.pdf

MARKET ATTACKS AND CONFLICT-INDUCED

BURNING OF GRANARIES IN MALI IN 2024

+ At least 16 widely dispersed incidents of violence occurred at markets or directly affected
people travelling to or from markets.

* Incidents attributed to the FAMa and/or Africa Corps involved markets being burned and
struck by shells and goods being forcibly taken from markets. JNIM and IS Sahel militants
were also named as perpetrators in incidents involving people being abducted, a goods
truck leaving a market being struck by an improvised explosive device (IED), and a market
livestock seller being shot and killed.

» Granaries were reportedly burned by conflict parties at least six times in Mopti and Ségou
in 2024, often as part of wider attacks on communities. Most such incidents were attributed
to JNIM militants. Dozo militia were named in one incident, as were the FAMa and Africa
Corps, who were reportedly conducting security operations against Islamist armed groups
at the time when the incident occurred.

Figure 3: Reported market-related violence and granary burning incidents in Mali in 2024, and attributed
conflict parties
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FORESEEABLE IMPACTS OF FOOD-RELATED

VIOLENCE ON FOOD SECURITY

e The looting of livestock deprives communities of their livelihood sources, which could trigger
forced displacement among the most vulnerable communities. Negative coping strategies
such as selling livestock and other productive assets may also result.

e Violence at markets and directly affecting people travelling to or from them may lead people
to visit these locations less often for fear of repeated violence, potentially disrupting food
supply chains.

e If granaries storing food are set on fire shortly after the harvest, the destruction of these
supplies may adversely affect food availability in the following lean season. Some
communities may also implement negative coping strategies (e.g. planting fewer crops out
of fear of the harvested product being destroyed) and adopt additional security measures,
potentially reducing investment in agricultural productivity.


https://bit.ly/MLIFoodAug2024
https://insecurityinsight.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ca1f5d2d10a8ab5e9333c51f&id=eabbae2745&e=4b5ade5e34

ADOPTING AN ANTICIPATORY MINDSET:
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDRESSING

CONFLICT-INDUCED FOOD INSECURITY

To anticipatory action stakeholders and humanitarian programmers:

Embed an anticipatory mindset in humanitarian responses to conflict-induced food
insecurity. These responses should incorporate an understanding of the foreseeable
consequences of conflict-related actions for food insecurity. Humanitarian programmers
should take conflict-sensitive steps to mitigate these consequences before their worst
effects materialise, and promote resilience and positive coping mechanisms among affected
communities.

Natural-hazard-focused anticipatory action programmes should consider the possible
changes in communities if conflict-induced food insecurity increases and how this will impact
any potential action when it is triggered.

To global conflict and hunger advocates:

Raise awareness and call for action on conflict-induced food insecurity in Mali through
public advocacy campaigns targeting the general public and private communications with
state and non-governmental stakeholders to ensure that Mali does not become a forgotten
crisis.

To actors engaged in humanitarian dialogue and diplomacy:

Consider highlighting the topics of food-related violence discussed in this briefing
with state authorities and armed actors in Mali when it is judged to be potentially
productive and sensitive to political and security conditions. This may involve highlighting
measures that armed groups can integrate into their engagement protocols and training

programmes, as specified in InterAction’s Practical Measures to Prevent and Mitigate
Conflict-Induced Food Insecurity.

To donors:

In a context of underfunded humanitarian responses and the potentially long-term
discontinuation or disruption of vital data services such as FEWSNET, supporting
solutions to fill these data gaps should be prioritised. This will ensure that the limited
funds that are available are efficiently and effectively utilised in humanitarian projects and
the communities they support.

Support projects that enhance the precautionary measures taken by armed actors
to mitigate the foreseeable consequences of their actions on food security consistent
with InterAction’s Practical Measures to Prevent and Mitigate Conflict-Induced Food
Insecurity.
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https://www.interaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Practical-Measures-English.pdf
https://www.interaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Practical-Measures-English.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/jan/31/trumps-aid-freeze-shuts-down-gold-standard-famine-monitoring-system
https://www.interaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Practical-Measures-English.pdf
https://www.interaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Practical-Measures-English.pdf

FURTHER RESOURCES

Gao Region Mopti Region

Ménaka Region Ségou Region
Timbuktu Region
Safeguarding Health in Coalition pour la Tracking Aid Narratives
Conflict Coalition protection de la santé en on Social Media Emerging
2023 Factsheet (EN) temps de conflit Trends in the Sahel

Fiche d'information 2023
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https://shcc.pub/MMR2023
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023MY
https://bit.ly/09-16March2025SMMBrief
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodMoptiOct2024
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodMenakaOct2024EN
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodSegouNov2024EN
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodTimbuktuNov2024EN
https://bit.ly/MLIFoodGaoOct2024EN
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