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Attacks on Health Care in War Zones at All-Time High in 2024

In 2024, attacks on health care in conflict reached the highest level ever recorded since the Safeguarding Health in
Conflict Coalition (SHCC) began reporting over a decade ago. The SHCC’s new report - Epidemic of Violence - reveals
that there were more than 3,600 reported incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care in conflict in 2024, a
15% rise compared with the previous year and a 62% rise from 2022. The attacks included the killing of more than 900
health workers, the arrest of over 470 health workers and repeated bombings against health facilities. This increase was
driven by intense and persistent violence against health care in Lebanon, Myanmar, the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt),
Sudan, and Ukraine, as well as a rise in the number of countries reporting incidents, reaching 36 in 2024, three more than
in 2023. Read the full report.
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Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported
on. Join our mailing list. Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste
this link: https://bit.ly/30Apr-13May2025Health

SHCC Attacks on Health Care

The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safequarding Health in
Conflict Coalition (SHCC).

Africa
Ethiopia
07 May 2025: In an unspecified location, a male midwife was arrested by police and released two
days later. Source: Amhara Association of America
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07 May 2025: In Woreda 2, Nifas Silk-Lafto sub-city, Addis Ababa city, Oromia region, four health
workers were arrested by police after gathering at the health centre to express their support for the
demonstrations for improved salaries and other demands. They were released on bail on 09 May.
Source: Amhara Association of America

09 May 2025: In Woreda 9, Ketema sub-city, Addis Ababa city, Oromia region, a pharmacist was
arrested as he was leaving work and taken to Fourth Police Station in the Merkato area after taking
a photo showing his support for the health workers’ demonstration. Police were given five days to
conduct their investigation. Source: Amhara Association of America

09 May 2025: In Sikela neighbourhood, Araba Minch city, Gamo zone, South Ethiopia Regional
State region, three doctors were called to Arba Minch General Hospital, where they were arrested
by government officials and security forces after a photo was shared on social media showing them
supporting the health professionals’ demonstration. Source: Amhara Association of America

09 May 2025: In Delesa and Gabla kebeles, Tach-Armachiho woreda, Central Gonder zone, Amhara
region, a pharmacy was looted by the ENDF. Source: Amhara War Updates

11 May 2025: In East Gojjam zone, Amhara region, the president of the Health Professionals
Association, who worked at Bichena Primary Hospital and had expressed his support for the recent
demonstrations, was arrested from his home by police. Sources: Amhara Association of America,
Amnesty and DNE Africa

South Sudan

03 May 2025: In Old Fangak town, Fangak county, Jonglei state, an MSF-supported hospital was
bombed by two helicopters from an unidentified perpetrator at 4:30am. The pharmacy was
completely burned, destroying all medical supplies for the hospital and outreach activities. One
patient and two health workers, including one MSF staff, who were inside the hospital, were injured.
As a result of the attack, aid teams withdrew staff, hospital patients were relocated and the UN
airlifted essential medical supplies to replenish stocks. The hospital is the only one in the county,
serving a population of more than 110,000 people. Sources: Agenzia Nova, Al Jazeera, All Africa,
BBC,CNN, DW, MSF, New Age, OCHA News and Reuters

As reported on 05 May 2025: In Nasir city, Upper Nile state, the only healthcare facility in the area
was bombed. Source: OCHA News

Sudan

Insecurity Insight identified 603 attacks on Sudan's health care system since fighting started between Sudan
Armed Forces (SAF) and Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in April 2023 to 30 April 2025. In these incidents, health
facilities, including maternity and children's hospitals were damaged at least 154 times, 141 health workers were killed
and 98 injured.

|n 2024, attacks On health Care increased in Gezira during the Known locations of reported incidents affecting health care in Sudan, 2024

Incidents increased in North Darfur between April and August and in Gezira

RSF's attacks on numerous villages across the state, resulting e Gciber and Novemier during RSF miltary iensives

in widespread atrocities. Read more about attacks on health
in Sudan in 2024 in the Safeguarding Health in Conflict
Coalition (SHCC) annual report Epidemic of Violence.
Factsheet coming soon in English and Arabic.

MAMIJASOND
tate (51)
ents (193)

35
0
25
20
15
10
s
o
=

35
3
25
2
15
s
-

A
Explore our interactive map to see where incidents
happened. Download the data (updated every Monday).
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Insecurity Insight — Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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Asia
Afghanistan
As reported on 16 May 2025: In Kabul city, district and province, the Executive Director of the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) warned that a $102 million reduction in USAID would
deprive 6.9 million Afghan women and children of essential healthcare services. This budget cut will
significantly affect the operations of UNFPA'’s health centres in Afghanistan, with 500 out of 900
clinics set to close. Source: Khaama Press

India

As reported 10 May 2025: In Kashmir division, Jammu and Kashmir union territory, an unspecified
number of health facilities and schools were hit when the Pakistan Army fired missiles at three air
bases. Sources: NPR and The Guardian

Myanmar

Insecurity Insight identified 1668 incidents of violence against or obstruction EETE=TT= T ym=FE=Trm
of health care in Myanmar since the military coup on 01 February 2021 and [ R
Damage to health centers, makeshift clinics and

15 February 2025. In these incidents, health facilities were damaged or destroyed Rospitals by MAF icraf srkessmost doubied
387 times, 142 health workers were killed and 159 injured. 08 comparedio 0%

In 2024, damage to health facilities caused by Myanmar military aircraft strikes
nearly doubled in 2024 compared to 2023. Read more about attacks on health
in Myanmar in 2024 in the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC)
annual report Epidemic of Violence. Factsheet coming soon in Burmese and
English.

Explore our interactive map to see where incidents happened. Download the data
(updated every Monday).

Incident briefs: 30 April-13 May; 16-29 April; 02-15 April; 19 March-01 April; 05-
18 March; 19 February-04 March; 05-18 February; 22 January-04 February; 08-21 January; 25 December-07
January; 11-24 December; 27 November-10 December; All

SHCC Factsheets: Burmese: 2023. English: 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020

Pakistan

07 May 2025: In Shakargarh city, Shakargarh tehsil, Narowal district, Gujranwala division, Punjab
region, a dispensary was damaged when the city was reportedly struck by two aerial missile strikes
by the Indian military. However, Indian military officials did not mention Shakar Garh among the
places they attacked in the 07 May strikes in retaliation to the Pahalgam attack. Source: Al Jazeera

07 May 2025: In Muridke city and tehsil, Sheikhupura district, Lahore division, Punjab region, the
Government Health and Educational Complex was hit by aerial missiles from the Indian military. The
compound housed a hospital, two schools, a hostel, and a large seminary, with more than 3,000
students studying at various institutions. Source: Al Jazeera

Euro pe
Ukraine
30 April - 01 May 2025: In Velyka Pysarivka community, Okhtyrka raion, Sumy oblast, a health
facility and an educational facility were damaged by Russian forces shelling. Over 24 hours, they hit
the oblast with 15 guided air-dropped bomb strikes and 60 drone (20 UAV-dropped grenade and 40
FPV) strikes. Source: UA Varta

01 May 2025: In Zaporizhzhia city, raion and oblast, the windows of at least one health facility were
blown out, and homes, a university and other infrastructures were damaged, during Russian forces
drone strikes on the city. Sources: 24tv, OCHA Ukraine and OCHA News

Insecurity Insight — Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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06 May 2025: In Oleksandrograd village, Volnovakha raion, Donetsk oblast, a hospital was damaged
and one person was injured in a bomb attack by the Russian forces. Sources: UA Varta and
Ukrinform

06 May 2025: In Kostiantynivka city and urban hromada, Kramatorsk raion, Donetsk oblast, a
hospital, an educational facility, two apartment buildings and private houses, and a non-residential
building were destroyed when the city was shelled eight times by Russian forces. Source: UA Varta
and Ukrinform

07 May 2025: In Kostiantynivka city and urban hromada, Kramatorsk raion, Donetsk oblast, an
ambulance was attacked by the Russian forces FPV drone twice while providing medical assistance
to a patient. The second drone destroyed the already damaged ambulance. The crew of the
ambulance was evacuated by police paramedics. Sources: Donbas News and Personal
Communication

07 May 2025: In Uman raion, Cherkasy oblast, the roof of a rural outpatient clinic was damaged by
debris from a Russian forces drones strike. Source: Cherkasy OVA

08 May 2025: In Kupiansk raion, Kharkiv oblast, a pharmacy, a kindergarten building, and two
administrative buildings were damaged by Russian forces bombing. Source: UA Varta

12 May 2025: In Tuchne village, Mykolaiv settlement community, Sumy raion and oblast, a
paramedic and obstetrics centre, a school, cultural centre, gas pipeline, and power lines were
damaged around 2am by four Russian forces ‘Tornado-S’ missiles carrying cluster munitions. As of
noon, the village remained without electricity or communication. Sources: Personal
Communication and_Suspilne

13 May 2025: In Zolotoy Kolodyaz village, Dobropillia community, Pokrovsk raion, Donetsk oblast,
an outpatient clinic was damaged by a Russian forces UAV drone strike. Source: Main Directorate
of the National Police in Donetsk Region

Since the onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022, there have been 1957 attacks
on the country’s health care facilities, workers, and
medical infrastructure. Hospitals and clinics have been
damaged or destroyed 1039 times, and 274 health workers
have been killed and 233 health workers injured.

e Atleast 172 attacks disrupted hospitals' access to T ————
enerqy or water, either directly or in broader utility | =
attacks. Over Severodonetsk City Multiprofile
Hospital (Luhansk oblast) had its heating system damaged twice, on 12 March and 27 April 2022.

e Explore this interactive map (available in English and Ukrainian) to see where incidents took place between
24 February 2022 and 15 February 2025.

Read about attacks on health in Ukraine in 2024 in the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) annual
report Epidemic of Violence. Factsheet coming soon in English and Ukrainian

SHCC Factsheets: English: 2023: 2022. Ukrainian: 2023.

Middle East and North Africa

Lebanon

08 May 2025: Near Nabatieh city, district and governorate, a 29-year-old doctor giving school
children health checks was interrupted by a nearby Israeli forces air strike, causing panic amongst
children and teachers. Source: New Age

Insecurity Insight — Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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Occupied Palestinian Territory

Insecurity Insight identified 2694 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in Israel
and the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 28 April 2025." In the Gaza Strip, where
1841 incidents were recorded, health facilities were damaged 359 times, 645 health workers were killed and 354
arrested. In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, where 735 incidents were recorded, 12 health workers were killed
and 155 arrested.

Known hospitals affected by vi ce in the Gaza Strip

Between 19 January and 18 March 2025, a ceasefire was in multiple tim
place in Gaza which facilitated exchanges of people and allowed |  semenospiaishadaready seenaa
humanitarian aid into Gaza. After Israel broke the ceasefire on
18 March and resumed its military offensive, attacks on health e e
care escalated, showing similar patterns of intensity seen
between October and December 2023. From 18 March to mid-
May 2025, Insecurity Insight identified at least 34 incidents of
violence against or obstruction of health care, damaging seven
health facilities and killing at least 22 health workers. These
incidents continue to decimate Gaza's fragile health care system
amid a catastrophic humanitarian crisis.

Read more about attacks on health in the oPt in the 2024
Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) annual
report Epidemic of Violence. Factsheet coming soon in
English and Arabic.

Explore the incidents on our interactive map. Download the
data (updated every Monday).

Incident briefs: 30 April-13 May; 16-29 April; 02-15 April; 19 March-01 April; 05-18 March; 19 February-04 March;
05-18 February; 22 January-04 February; 08-21 January; 25 December-07 January; 11-24 December; 27
November-10 December; All

SHCC Factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021.

Yemen
18 April 2025: UPDATE: In Al Hodeidah governorate, a paramedic was amongst those killed during
an attack by US Military airstrikes on the Ras Isa oil port held by Houthi rebels. Over 230 people
were killed and 80 others were wounded due to the attack. Sources: The New Arab | and The New
Arab Il

The Americas
Haiti
10 May 2025: In Delmas 75, Delmas commune, Port-au-Prince, a doctor was stabbed several times
and killed by unidentified individuals who entered her family home in the evening. Sources: Mag
Haiti, Radio Télé Galaxie and Personal Communication

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and
access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in
local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list

Insecurity Insight — Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of,
or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the
Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University
of Manchester and the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government or
the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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