Attacks on Health Care in Myanmar

14-27 May 2025

Myanmar Conflict Continues to Endanger Health Workers and Facilities, SHCC Reports
The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) identified 308 incidents of violence against or obstruction
of health care in Myanmar in 2024, compared to 420 in 2023, 290 in 2022 and 491 in 2021. Health facilities were
damaged 135 times and occupied on 67 occasions. In addition, 91 health workers were arrested and 31 killed.

Fighting between conflict parties since the 2021 military coup has left an estimated 3.3 million people internally displaced
and crippled Myanmar’s health care system amid profound insecurity. Damage to health facilities by military aircraft
strikes almost doubled in 2024 compared to 2023, as government forces lost more territory. Travel restrictions and
administrative barriers have drastically reduced emergency referrals, with maternal and neonatal mortality rates sharply
increasing as a result. Read the full factsheet in Burmese and English. Download the data

REPORTED INCIDENTS AND MOST COMMONLY REPORTED CONCERNS
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Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link:

https://bit.ly/14-27May2025MMRHealth

Past incident briefs: 30 April-13 May; 16-29 April; 02-15 April; 19 March-01 April; 05-18 March; 19 February-04 March;

05-18 February; 22 January-04 February; 08-21 January; 25 December-07 January; 11-24 December; All
SHCC Factsheets: Burmese: 2024; 2023. English: 2024; 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, have made a public statement that you would like us to include
in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported on.
Join our Myanmar mailing list for regular updates.
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Documented incidents
15 May 2025: In Zatiwin village, Pu Law Hpyar village tract, Palaw township, Myeik district,
Tanintharyi region, a health centre was bombed by a Myanmar military aircraft at around 12 noon.
Source: Democratic Voice of Burma

15 May 2025: In Si Mee Khon village and village tract, Myingyan township and district, Mandalay
region, a station hospital and a police station occupied by the Myanmar military were attacked by
local resistance forces at around 5 am. Source: Facebook

As reported on 16 May 2025: In Kyaukpyu town, Rakhine state, in the district-level hospital there
were hundreds of junta soldiers who were patients, patient attendants, and security personnel
whose presence scared civilians and hindered their access. Source: Development Media Group

18 May 2025: In Gyoe Pyan suburb, Kamma station town, Pakokku township and district, Magway
region, two buildings of a health centre and houses were damaged by bombs dropped by a
Myanmar military fighter jet at around 6 am. Sources: Khit Thit Media and People’s Spring

22 May 2025: At an undisclosed location in Magway region, a makeshift hospital was destroyed by
bombs dropped by a Myanmar military aircraft. Source: Facebook

As reported on 22 May 2025: Myanmar nurses were banned by the junta authorities from taking
nursing registration exams to practise in Singapore; and no longer allowed them to renew their
passports. Source: Khit Thit Media

As reported on 24 May 2025: In Monywa town, township and district, Sagaing region, pharmacies
were not allowed to sell medicines to people from nearby townships by the junta authorities.
Source: Democratic Voice of Burma

26 May 2025: In Shwebo town, township and district, Sagaing region, a shooting took place at
Shwe Pa Laung Hospital. The local resistance forces attempted to kill a militia patient. After the
shooting, the Myanmar military conducted a search at the hospital. Source: Khit Thit Media

Other resources

Rising Drone Threats Put Health Care Providers in Myanmar at Risk

Health care workers in Myanmar face an urgent and growing threat—armed drones targeting
hospitals, mobile clinics, and aid operations. These attacks endanger lives and access to critical
care. This guidance document provides practical measures to help health care providers mitigate
these risks. From early warning systems to protective strategies for staff, infrastructure, and mobile
teams, this guide is essential for anyone working to safeguard medical services in Myanmar. Now
available as individual guidance on:

Outside When a Drone is Spotted: English; Burmese

Inside a Building During a Drone Attack: English; Burmese

Response During a Drone Attack. In Burmese on request: English; Burmese

Strengthen Safety, Security and Resilience in Health Care SAGAING REGION

Violence against health care providers and facilities is a growing concern in Myanmar. While
complete prevention may not be possible, awareness, preparedness, and strategic planning can
help mitigate risks. We encourage health providers to implement key measures for ensuring safety
and continuity of care. Drawing from Insecurity Insight's comprehensive Security Risk Management
for Health Care Services Handbook (in Arabic, English, French and Spanish), this series of
regional reports covering Mandalay, Kayin, Rakhine, Sagaing and Shan offers concrete
measures for health care providers, working to support local health workers in challenging work environments.
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This document comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and access to
health care It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local,
national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of
all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. It is supported by the H2H Fund which
is supported by aid from the UK government, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of the UK government
through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University of Manchester and the Tides
Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the H2H Network, the UK government or the Tides
Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.
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http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare

