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Aid in Danger News Brief June 2026

The Explosive Weapons Monitor 2025, for which Insecurity Insight contributed data and analysis, highlights how the use of
explosive weapons in populated areas continues to severely disrupt humanitarian aid operations and restrict civilian access
to essential assistance. Beyond immediate harm causing death and injury, the report documents how explosive weapons
damage roads, bridges, warehouses, and aid distribution points, as well as endanger humanitarian personnel. These impacts
slow or block the delivery of life-saving assistance, including food, medical supplies, shelter materials, and emergency relief,
at a time when civilian needs are often at their highest.

Key figures:

e Insecurity Insight recorded dozens of incidents in 2025 in which explosive weapons directly affected humanitarian
aid delivery, including damage to aid infrastructure, obstruction of supply routes, and harm to humanitarian personnel
operating in affected areas.

e Incidents were concentrated in multiple conflict-affected settings, with particularly high levels of disruption in
countries and territories experiencing sustained explosive weapon use in populated areas, including Myanmar,
Palestine, and Ukraine.

e Across these contexts, explosive weapons repeatedly damaged or blocked critical transport corridors used for
humanitarian convoys, delaying or preventing the delivery of essential relief items to affected communities.

e Humanitarian warehouses, distribution points, and local aid hubs were also impacted, reducing the capacity of
response organisations to store and distribute supplies safely and consistently.

e The safety of humanitarian personnel remained a significant concern in 2025, with incidents of harm or risk exposure
further constraining operational access and limiting the ability of aid workers to reach communities in need.

The report highlights that impacts on humanitarian access were not limited to a single region, with incidents recorded in
multiple countries where explosive weapons use in populated areas continues to undermine civilian infrastructure and
emergency response systems.

These findings demonstrate how explosive weapons not only cause immediate harm but also create cascading barriers to
life-saving assistance. When access routes, infrastructure, and personnel are affected, entire populations can be cut off from
timely and adequate support, deepening vulnerability and prolonging recovery.

The EWIPA (Explosive Weapons in Populated Areas) process is a diplomatic and policy initiative aimed at reducing the
humanitarian harm caused by explosive weapons in towns and cities. It supports states in implementing commitments under
the Political Declaration on EWIPA, including strengthening the protection of civilians and ensuring the continued delivery
of humanitarian assistance. This framework is critical for humanitarian operations because it reinforces international
humanitarian law obligations that protect aid delivery systems, enabling faster, safer, and more reliable access to populations
in need. Read the full report
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Aid in Danger incidents affecting aid agencies and their staff and
impact on programmes

Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers, aid delivery and aid impact supporting aid
agencies in risk mitigation and safety and security measures when implementing programmes. The
incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision
of aid delivery. Insecurity Insight continues to update data and figures may change. Updated data
includes new and historic reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by
Aid in Danger partner agencies.

Africa

Central African Republic

30 May 2026: Along the Zémio—Dembia road, Zemio sub-prefecture, Haut-Mbomou prefecture, five
staff members from two humanitarian organisations were subjected to an armed robbery by
unidentified perpetrators as the team was returning to Zémio, following a mission conducted three
days earlier in Guinikoumba, Barh and Tabane. The team’s work equipment, motorcycle batteries
and personal belongings were stolen. Source: OCHA

30 May 2026: In Zemio town and sub-prefecture, Haut-Mbomou prefecture, the premises of a
humanitarian organisation was almost broken into by armed individuals attempting to steal internet
equipment. Source: OCHA

Democratic Republic of the Congo

As reported on 28 May 2026: In Mambasa town and territory, Ituri province, at least four
humanitarian organisations suspended their operations in the area due to a rise in armed attacks.
Source: OCHA DRC

Insecurity Insight's latest social media monitoring brief analyses public narratives surrounding the 17th Ebola epidemic
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This third briefing in the series covers the period from 25 May to 01 June
2026.

Key findings:

e The visit of WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus to Bunia (29-31 May) and the discharge
of the first five recovered patients (31 May) shaped the week's information environment. Coverage by posts
was largely factual and neutral; comment sections were more divided, with reactions varying sharply depending
on which of Tedros's statements - the travel ban appeal, the ceasefire call, or the recoveries - was being
discussed.

e The five patient recoveries generated the most positive reactions of the three-week monitoring period, but
opened an unaddressed factual contradiction: commenters repeatedly asked how patients could have
recovered given earlier statements that no approved treatment exists for the Bundibugyo strain - highlighting
a clear need for better public information on the care provided.

e Anew narrative cluster links the Ebola crisis to the domestic constitutional reform debate, framing the outbreak
as evidence of governmental negligence. This became the largest harmful-comment category by volume this
period and risks deepening institutional distrust.

e Corruption and "Ebola business" narratives remain the most structurally embedded harmful narrative, present
across all three monitoring periods, and now appearing consistently under government and US aid funding
announcements.

e A third verified attack on Ebola response infrastructure occurred on 24 May in Mongbwalu, completing three
attacks in five days. A widely shared 30 May video showing community members forcing open a suspected
victim's coffin drew over 250 comments, revealing that community criticism - not flat denial - was the dominant
harmful pattern at community level.

Read the briefing in English and French. Previous briefs

South Sudan

Around 28 May 2026: In Nasir county, Upper Nlle state, an unspecified number of humanitarian
organisations were instructed by authorities to relocate Area Managers to Nasir town, with a strict
deadline of 29 May to confirm compliance with headquarters. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update
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Between 29 May and 01 June 2026: In Mundri West county, Western Equatoria state, an
unspecified number of aid workers were attacked and robbed by an armed group. Source: OCHA
Humanitarian Update

Between 29 May and 01 June 2026: In Mundri West county, Western Equatoria state, an
unspecified number of aid workers were attacked and robbed by an armed group. Source: OCHA
Humanitarian Update

Between 29 May and 01 June 2026: In Kapoeta South county, Eastern Equatoria state, UN
personnel were reportedly stopped at gunpoint and robbed of their personal belongings by armed
group members. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update

01 June 2026: On Alero road, near Yei town, Yei county, Central Equatoria state, two aid workers
of the Christian organisation Across were abducted by an armed group while undertaking a field
mission. They were safely released the next day. Sources: Eye Radio and OCHA Humanitarian

Update

03 June 2026: In Bur payam, Torit county, Eastern Equatoria state, an aid worker traveling by
motorcycle on a field mission to the Longiro area was ambushed, shot and killed by armed men. He
was the State Coordinator for the Carter Centre’s Guinea Worm Eradication Programme. Sources:
The Borderlines and The Radio Community

As reported 07 June 2026: In Longochuk county, Upper Nlle state, an unspecified humanitarian
assessment mission was denied by government-appointed local authorities to access Udier payam,
where approximately 22,590 displaced people were sheltering. The denial prevented needs
verification and assessment activities and services such as food assistance distribution. Source:
OCHA Humanitarian Update

As reported 07 June 2026: In Maban county, Upper Nile state, an unspecified number of
humanitarian organisations were reportedly directed by authorities to deduct 10 percent from casual
labourers’ daily wages. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update

As reported 07 June 2026: In Doro Refugee Camp, Maban county, Upper Nile state, a humanitarian
health facility was looted by unidentified perpetrators. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update

As reported 07 June 2026: In Renk town, Upper Nile state, nutrition supplies were looted from an
NGO warehouse by an unidentified perpetrator. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update

As reported 07 June 2026: In Malakal city, Upper Nile state, an unspecified number of humanitarian
staff of the former United Nations Protection of Civilians site, linked to child protection activities, were
threatened by SSPDF personnel. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update

As reported 07 June 2026: In Unity state, a UN-agency convoy was ambushed by armed group
members. Source: OCHA Humanitarian Update

As reported 07 June 2026: In Eastern Equatoria state, interference with humanitarian movements
by an unspecified perpetrator caused operational delays and raised safety concerns. Source: OCHA
Humanitarian Update

Sudan

Between 06 to 07 June 2026: In South Kordofan state, aid operations were disrupted after two key
bridges along the road between the cities of Kadugli and Dilling were destroyed by an unidentified
armed group. Sources: UN News and UN News |

08 June 2026: Between West Darfur and Central Darfur states, humanitarian movements along a
key road linking the two states were suspended due to insecurity following rising intercommunal
tensions. Source: UN News
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08 June 2026: In West Darfur state, humanitarian access was disrupted after the Ardamata Bridge,
which links the city of El Geneina to areas near the border with Chad, was struck by an unidentified
armed group. Source: UN News

Europe
Ukraine
05 June 2026: In Kherson city, urban hromada, raion and oblast, the car park of the Kherson Rapid
Response Unit of the Ukrainian Red Cross was attacked by Russian drones, damaging three
Ukrainian Red Cross vehicles and a volunteer’s personal vehicle. A 50-year-old worker was injured
and taken to the hospital. Sources: KhersOnline, Kherson Rapid Response Unit of the Kherson
Military District, Red Cross |, Red Cross Il and Vgoru |

Middle East and North Africa

Lebanon

30 May 2026: In Ansar municipality, Nabatieh governorate, a paramedic with the Al-Risala
Association was killed in an Israeli airstrike on the area. Sources: Palestinian Youth Movement,
Syrian Arab News Agency and Wujuh.Faces

30-31 May 2026: In southern Lebanon, a primary health centre supported by the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) - and a safe space for women and girls - was damaged by Israeli
airstrikes. Source: Dostor

31 May 2026: In Al-Abbasiya town, Tyre district, South governorate, a volunteer for the Green
Southerners Association was killed in an Israeli airstrike on the area. Source: Megaphone News

and Megaphone News |

03 June 2026: In Al-Ain neighborhood, Arab Salim municipality, Nabatieh district and governorate,
a paramedic from the Al-Risala Health Ambulance Association was killed in an Israeli drone strike
on the area. Sources: Al Manar, Al Mayadeen, Al Mayadeen | and Quds News Network

03 June 2026: In Maaroub municipality, Tyre district, South governorate, an Islamic Risala Scouts
ambulance was struck by an Israeli drone, killing three people. Source: Libna News

03 June 2026: In Shehour municipality, Tyre district, South governorate, an Islamic Risala Scouts
Association ambulance was hit by an Israeli strike, killing two paramedics and injuring one other.
Sources: Libna News and Personal Communication

05 June 2026: In Zebdine municipality, Nabatieh district and governorate, an Islamic Risala Scouts
ambulance was hit by an Israeli airstrike as it arrived to deliver bread to a family, killing five people,
including a paramedic, and injuring two others. A second Israeli drone then hit a person who arrived
to check on the paramedics and family members. Sources: Janoubia and Quds News Network

Occupied Palestinian Territory

Gaza Strip

20 May 2026: In Rafah city and governorate, two aid trucks owned by Qamari Logistics Company
were attacked and surrounded near the Qatari Hospital by Israel-backed gangs, who abducted two
drivers and later killed them. Source: Quds news Network

04 June 2026: In Gaza city and governorate, the vicinity of PRCS Al-Quds Hospital was hit by an
Israeli airstrike, injuring seven people. Source: WAFA

06 June 2026: In Al-Maghazi Refugee Camp, Deir al-Balah governorate, the vicinity of the UNRWA
Al-Wakala Clinic was shelled by Israeli forces. Source: Quds News Network

08 June 2026: In the Gaza Strip, the entry of humanitarian aid into the Strip was halted by Israeli
forces. Source: Quds News Network
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09 June 2026: On Salah al-Deen street, Gaza city and governorate, seven PRCS health workers
were detained by lIsraeli forces while performing their duties. Five were later released following
investigation with them. Source: Quds News Network

West Bank

02 June 2026: Near Bethlehem city and governorate, an unspecified number of female Red
Crescent volunteers were detained by Israeli forces at the "Container" checkpoint. Source: Quds
News Network

The Americas
Colombia
15-31 May 2026: In Bajo Bauddé municipality, Chocé department, an NGO-rented boat was denied
access and detained by an armed group. It was later returned. Source: OCHA Flash Update

Haiti

As reported 05 June 2026: Update: In Cité Soleil neighbourhood, Port-au-Prince city, Ouest
department, the MSF Cité Soleil Hospital partially resumed activities after it was damaged and
subsequently closed for three weeks during clashes between rival gangs on 10 May. Sources: MSF
and MSF |

Honduras

01 June 2026: In Copan Ruinas, Copan department, Honduran Red Cross emergency medical fleets
were restricted from completing international border crossings by the municipal council, preventing
them from transferring patients to Chiquimula, Guatemala, where specialised medical services are
based. A 1700hrs border curfew was also established, blocking ambulance crossings for overnight
patients. Source: Info Bae

About Insecurity Insight

Insecurity Insight aims to enable a world in which civilians are protected from violence in armed
conflict, and in which local, national, and international civilian organisations are empowered to
mitigate the consequences of violence by effectively delivering assistance, healthcare, educational
opportunities, and protection to people affected by armed conflict. As an H2H (humanitarian to
humanitarian) association, Insecurity Insight supports the work of aid agencies and other civil society
organisations by providing publicly available information and analysis for evidence-based policies.

Insecurity Insight applies a comprehensive data quality assurance process to maintain the accuracy,
credibility, reliability and ethical integrity of its datasets verifying data credibility and applying privacy
and security policies while ensuring transparency, accountability and understandability.
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Other resources

Security information incident management (SIIM) is the process of collecting and
using information about safety- and security-related incidents that affect aid
organisations to ensure staff safety and access to beneficiaries. Efficient and
effective SIIM improves an aid organisation’s ability to access affected populations by
improving the safety and security of its staff. This SIIM portal provides guidance and
tools for aid organisations seeking to improve their understanding of and approach to
SIIM. SIIM supports effective decision-making in the areas of policy, finance, operations
and security risk management.

e Interactive roadmap, handbooks, and toolkits, mobile guides, podcasts and more.
e Available in Arabic, English, French and Spanish

Armed drones are an escalating threat in humanitarian settings, with their use
expected to grow. Once rare, they are now a defining feature in modern conflicts. -
Adapting to the growing threat of drones means rethinking security risk measures in
high-risk contexts. This practical guide by Insecurity Insight brings together current best
practice and is available in Arabic, Burmese, English, Spanish and French.
Individual resources:

e Outside When a Drone is Spotted: Arabic; Burmese; English; French;
Spanish
e Inside a Building During a Drone Attack: Arabic; Burmese; English; French; Spanish
e Responding to Drone Attacks on Aid Work: Arabic, Burmese; English; French; Spanish
e Traveling in High-Risk Areas: What to Know About Drones: Arabic; Burmese; English; French; Spanish

Adapted for the protection of health services based on case studies on Myanmar in English and Burmese.

Support for aid workers

Proper Support is an independent non-profit that helps aid organisations, staff, and
families navigate the complex landscape of post-incident support. Drawing on
experience from dozens of complex cases, Proper Support provides training, workshops,
and policy engagement to strengthen duty-of-care practices and post-incident response.
While crisis response focuses on the immediate incident, the recovery phase can present
its own risks if physical and psychological injuries are not properly addressed. Through a
roster of independent experts, the organization also supports individuals and institutions facing complex recovery and
accountability questions following serious incidents.

Proper Support

Humanitarian work has become more dangerous in recent years. Attacks against
humanitarian personnel, whether deliberate or not, continue and require joint efforts
to address them. Local and national frontline workers are the most exposed to violence
and account for 80-90% of the individuals affected by a critical incident. Local organizations
often have fewer options for mitigating risks or responding to such situations. Protect Aid
Workers is a rapid-response mechanism for aid workers and their immediate families who PROTECT

have suffered critical incidents such as injury, kidnapping, arrest and more. Visit their |AID WORKERS
website for further information.

Insecurity Insight. 2026. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 27 May-09 June 2026. Geneva: Insecurity Insight.
https://bit.ly/27May-09Jun2026Aid
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