08-21 July

Aid in Danger News Brief 2026

Protection of Humanitarian and UN Personnel, Premises and Assets

In the 26 months since the adoption of UN 2730 resolution, Insecurity Insight recorded 1,281 attacks and acts of
violence against aid workers from the UN, humanitarian and civil society, resulting in 771 aid workers killed, 721
injured, 381 kidnapped and 580 arrested. These acts of violence underscore the urgent need for strengthened collective
action and the promotion of collaborative security risk mitigation strategies to enhance aid worker safety and security and
to provide crisis and post-incident support to affected individuals and their families.

In total, 381 aid workers were kidnapped in 158 incidents across 23 countries: 295 were national aid workers, representing
75% of total kidnappings, while 19 were international aid workers. These figures underscore how aid workers closest to
affected communities - often working with the least protection and visibility - bear the greatest risk.

The majority of kidnappings were reportedly carried out by non-state armed groups, criminal networks, and local militias.
Many incidents appear to have been linked to efforts to control humanitarian actors, restrict humanitarian access, or
generate financial gain through ransom and extortion. Aid workers were most frequently kidnapped while travelling by road,
at formal or informal checkpoints, during convoy movements, or while conducting field missions, distributions, or health
activities. In several incidents, armed actors entered humanitarian compounds, health facilities, or offices to abduct staff.
Other kidnappings were reportedly motivated by allegations that aid workers supported opposing conflict parties, had failed
to coordinate humanitarian activities, had refused to pay informal "taxes", or because of their ethnicity or clan affiliation.

Download the data (updated every Monday). Insecurity Insight continuously backdates data, as such, numbers may change
if or when further information is made available.

Recorded aid worker kidnappings since the adoption of UNSC resolution 2730, June 2024 - June 2026
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Monitoring of UN Security Council Resolution 2730: In May 2024, the United Nations Security Council adopted resolution 2730 with 14
votes and one abstention. The resolution, covering the protection of humanitarian and UN and associated personnel and their premises and
assets, was co-sponsored by 97 UN Member States, recalling the obligation of all parties to armed conflict to comply with international
humanitarian law, including the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Additional Protocols of 1977. In September 2025, the Declaration for
the Protection of Humanitarian Personnel was signed by more than 100 states reaffirming their commitment to take action and uphold the
principles of international law designed to ensure the protection of humanitarian personnel.

Past editions: 24 June-07 July; 10-23 June; 27 May-09 June; 13-26 May; 29 April - 12 May; 15-28 April; 01-14 April;
18-31 March; 04-17 March; 18 February-03 March; 04-17 February; 21 January-03 February; 07-20 January; All
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Aid in Danger incidents affecting aid agencies and their staff and
impact on programmes

Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers, aid delivery and aid impact supporting aid
agencies in risk mitigation and safety and security measures when implementing programmes. The
incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision
of aid delivery. Insecurity Insight continues to update data and figures may change. Updated data
includes new and historic reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by
Aid in Danger partner agencies.

Africa

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Between 13 to 19 July 2026: In Beni territory, North Kivu province, at least six humanitarian
organisations, including partners supporting the Ebola response, suspended movements due to
insecurity caused by ongoing clashes between Congolese security forces and the M23 which killed
30 people, disrupting the delivery of humanitarian assistance. Source: United Nations

15 July 2026: In Nyankunde village, Irumu territory, Ituri province, Nyankunde Ebola Treatment
Centre (ETC) was entered by relatives of a pregnant woman - who had died of blood loss at the
attached Nyankunde General Hospital while in labour - and a group of young people, several of
whom were affiliated with the Patriotic and Integrationist Force of Congo (FPIC). The woman was
the wife of an FPIC fighter. The furniture was vandalised and parts of the ETC was damaged after
the hospital refused to release the woman's body without following Ebola safe burial protocols. As
a result, four patients fled the ETC and humanitarian Ebola-response staff from Africa CDC, WHO,
Samaritan's Purse and FHI 360 evacuated to Bunia. Sources: Actualite and Radio Okapi

Insecurity Insight has released a new social media monitoring brief analysing how acceptance or rejection of
aid agencies is expressed on social media in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and how UN agencies,
international NGOs and human rights organisations were portrayed and received across open social media platforms.
It covers the period from 14 June to 14 July 2026.

Key findings:

e Diplomatic attention reactivated an earlier incident with no new triggering event. France's 26 June
statement to the UN Security Council on the March Goma drone strike, which killed a UNICEF staff
member, drew 72 comments three months after the incident: five challenged her status as a humanitarian
outright, and nine dismissed her death by contrasting it with Congolese casualties. Criticism of France was
close to evenly split between comments tying it to Rwandan/M23 complicity (23) and comments targeting
France alone (22).

e How an organisation framed its content shaped how audiences responded. An MSF post referencing
AFC/M23's presence in eastern DRC and questioning whether the war was truly over drew hostile,
delegitimising commentary, including an explicit call for the organisation to be expelled. Over the same
period, four MSF posts describing its own medical and Ebola response — with no reference to the conflict
or any political actor — drew consistent multilingual support and each reached over 900,000 users.

e Human rights reporting attracted both challenges to credibility and defences of it. HRW's report on the 12
June repression generated 450 comments, of which 37 engaged with HRW itself: 17 challenged its
credibility, nine questioned its selectivity, and 11 defended its methodology. The great majority of
engagement concentrated on the domestic political dispute the report triggered rather than on HRW.

e The same credibility challenge extended to the UN. Coverage of the UN Group of Experts report on
AFC/M23 generated 656 comments, of which 23 challenged the UN's credibility, impartiality or motives
rather than the report's findings - using the same selective-attention framing directed at HRW, suggesting
a cross-cutting challenge to international reporting bodies rather than one specific to a single organisation.

Read the brief in English and French. Previous briefs

Europe
Ukraine
16-17 July 2026: In Dnipro city and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, a WFP warehouse was hit by
suspected Russian drone strikes four times within 24 hours. Sources: WFP_Ukraine, United
Nations and UN News
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19 July 2026: In Kyiv oblast, the main distribution centre of AMTEL, one of Ukraine’s major logistics
hubs distributing goods across the country, was destroyed by a Russian ballistic missile overnight.
Hundreds of thousands of parcels, medicines, humanitarian aid and goods intended for millions of
people were destroyed. The warehouse was also used by WHO, though they did not have any
medical supplies there at the time. Sources: UA Varta, Ukrinform, United Nations and WHO
Ukraine

19 July 2026: In Bilohorodka village and rural hromada, Bucha district, Kyiv oblast, a UNICEF-
contracted warehouse was severely damaged following attacks by Russian forces, destroying
humanitarian supplies for children and families affected by the war in Ukraine. At the time of the
attack, the warehouse contained more than 106,000 items with an estimated value of $3.9 million,
including generators, drinking water, hygiene kits, and water storage tanks that are critical for
UNICEF's response in Ukraine, particularly for children and families in frontline areas and for the
coming winter. Sources: Mirage News and UN

19 July 2026: In Vilniansk city and urban hromada, Zaporizhzhia raion and oblast, a Red Cross
ambulance was destroyed by a sequential Russian drone strike while responding to a Russian FPV
drone strike on a residential building. Sources: UA Varta, Ukrainian Red Cross and UN News

20 July 2026: In Kramatorsk city, urban hromada and raion, Donetsk oblast, a UNFPA-supported
mobile gynaecological unit's vehicle was destroyed when Kramatorsk City Hospital No. 2 was heavily
damaged by two direct hits when Russian forces fired 10 FAB-250s at the area at 0300hrs. One
bomb hit the area of the anaesthesiology wing while the other hit the gynaecology wing. In the
gynaecology wing, the bomb broke through both the ceiling and the floor, and the roof collapsed in
places. A wall in the lower operating room also collapsed. The roof in the anaesthesiology wing
partially collapsed; all the windows and some doors flew out. The iron doors in the operating rooms
flew out. A large-scale fire spread through the attic. Six patients were trapped in two wards and had
to be taken out through the windows by rescuers. An anaesthesiologist was also trapped and had to
be pulled out from under the stove during a fire. Following the attack, staff and patients were
transferred to another location. Sources: Kramatorsk City Military Administration, NovostiDN |
and UNFPA Ukraine

Middle East and North Africa

Occupied Palestinian Territory

Gaza Strip

08 July 2026: Near the Philadelphi Corridor, Al Mawasi area, Rafah governorate, an aid truck driver
working for one of World Central Kitchen's (WCK) partner logistics companies was shot and killed
by Israeli forces. He was ordered out of his vehicle while transporting humanitarian assistance from
the Kerem Shalom crossing to a WCK warehouse in Gaza. Israeli soldiers reportedly forced the aid
drivers to strip, physically assaulted them and made them stand in the sun before fatally shooting
the driver, despite reportedly carrying official identification and the required permits. They also
allegedly threatened the surviving drivers that they would meet the same fate. Sources: Palestine
Info Centre, Quds News Network, Quds News Network | and World Central Kitchen

12 July 2026: In Jabalia city, North Gaza governorate, humanitarian workers were forced to halt
food distributions after armed personnel reportedly affiliated with Hamas forcibly entered the Abu
Rashid food distribution point, disrupting the delivery of humanitarian assistance. Source: UN OCHA
OPT

12 July 2026: In Jabalia city, North Gaza governorate, a WFP warehouse was stormed by armed
personnel affiliated with Hamas, who assaulted two truck drivers delivering humanitarian supplies.
Source: UN OCHA OPT

West Bank

08 July 2026: At the "300" military checkpoint, between Bethlehem and Ramallah governorates, a
patient receiving emergency medical care was arrested by Israeli forces from inside a Palestine Red
Crescent Society ambulance after being treated for a gunshot wound. Source: WAFA
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10 July 2026: In Al-Mughayyir village, Ramallah governorate, a PRCS ambulance was seized by
Israeli forces, who confiscated the vehicle keys and prevented them from treating at least six people
who were injured after Israeli forces fired sound and tear gas canisters towards them. Sources:
Quds News Network and Quds News Network |

12 July 2026: In Hawara area, Masafer Yatta region,, a PRCS ambulance was prevented by Israeli
forces from reaching injured people following an attack by Israeli settlers hindering the provision of
medical treatment. Israeli forces later allowed the ambulance to evacuate the injured. Sources:
Quds News Network and Quds News Network |

13 July 2026:In Beita town, Nablus governorate, PRCS workers were prevented by Israeli forces
from entering the area. Source: WAFA

14 July 2026: In Al Mawasi area, Rafah governorate, an aid security worker was shot and killed by
Israeli forces while guarding aid trucks. Source: Quds News Network and Quds News Network |

15 July 2026: At Karam Abu Salem crossing, Rafah governorate, seven aid truck drivers were
arrested by Israeli forces. Source: Quds News Network

19 July 2026: In Deir Jarijir village, Ramallah governorate, a PRCS ambulance was obstructed by
Israeli forces and settlers from reaching injured people during clashes, delaying their evacuation.
Israeli forces also opened fire on a PRCS ambulance transporting an injured person to hospital. Two
people were killed and at least three others were injured, including a 55-year-old man, while access
was blocked by making the narrow roads impassable, hindering the provision of emergency medical
assistance. Sources: Quds News Network, Quds News Network | and WAFA

About Insecurity Insight

Insecurity Insight aims to enable a world in which civilians are protected from violence in armed
conflict, and in which local, national, and international civilian organisations are empowered to
mitigate the consequences of violence by effectively delivering assistance, healthcare, educational
opportunities, and protection to people affected by armed conflict. As an H2H (humanitarian to
humanitarian) association, Insecurity Insight supports the work of aid agencies and other civil society
organisations by providing publicly available information and analysis for evidence-based policies.

Insecurity Insight applies a comprehensive data quality assurance process to maintain the accuracy,
credibility, reliability and ethical integrity of its datasets verifying data credibility and applying privacy
and security policies while ensuring transparency, accountability and understandability.
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Other resources

Security information incident management (SIIM) is the process of collecting and
using information about safety- and security-related incidents that affect aid
organisations to ensure staff safety and access to beneficiaries. Efficient and
effective security incident information management (SIIM) improves an aid
organisation’s ability to access affected populations by improving the safety and
security of its staff. This SIIM portal provides guidance and tools for aid organisations
seeking to improve their understanding of and approach to SIIM.

SIIM supports effective decision-making in the areas of policy, finance, operations and
security risk management.

e |Interactive roadmap, handbooks, and toolkits, mobile guides, podcasts and more.
e Available in Arabic, English, French and Spanish

Armed drones are an escalating threat in humanitarian settings, with their use
expected to grow. Once rare, they are now a defining feature in modern conflicts. -
Adapting to the growing threat of drones means rethinking security risk measures in
high-risk contexts. This practical guide by Insecurity Insight brings together current best
practice and is available in Arabic, Burmese, English, Spanish and French.
Individual resources:

e Outside When a Drone is Spotted: Arabic; Burmese; English; French;
Spanish
e Inside a Building During a Drone Attack: Arabic; Burmese; English; French; Spanish
e Responding to Drone Attacks on Aid Work: Arabic, Burmese; English; French; Spanish
e Traveling in High-Risk Areas: What to Know About Drones: Arabic; Burmese; English; French; Spanish

Adapted for the protection of health services based on case studies on Myanmar in English and Burmese.

Support for aid workers

Proper Support is an independent non-profit that helps aid organisations, staff, and
families navigate the complex landscape of post-incident support. Drawing on
experience from dozens of complex cases, Proper Support provides training, workshops, , J
and policy engagement to strengthen duty-of-care practices and post-incident response. el

While crisis response focuses on the immediate incident, the recovery phase can present

its own risks if physical and psychological injuries are not properly addressed. Through a Proper Support
roster of independent experts, the organization also supports individuals and institutions
facing complex recovery and accountability questions following serious incidents.

Humanitarian work has become more dangerous in recent years. Attacks against
humanitarian personnel, whether deliberate or not, continue and require joint efforts
to address them. Local and national frontline workers are the most exposed to violence
and account for 80-90% of the individuals affected by a critical incident. Local organizations
often have fewer options for mitigating risks or responding to such situations. Protect Aid
Workers is a rapid-response mechanism for aid workers and their inmediate families who PROTECT

have suffered critical incidents such as injury, kidnapping, arrest and more. Visit their |AID WORKERS
website for further information.
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