Attacks on Health Care in Sudan

19-31 August 2026

Using data collected by Insecurity Insight, the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition [JFF

(SHCC) identified at least 14 incidents of violence against or obstruction of health care [BREEEEELEELE
linked to the SAF in 2025. These included four instances between February and August in
Nyala city in which SAF aircraft and drone strikes damaged health facilities. SAF armed drone
strikes also damaged a hospital in North Darfur and were used close to another facility in North
Kordofan, endangering patients’ access to the facility. In other hospital attacks, the SAF occupied
three hospitals in Khartoum in late March: the Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital; Khartoum Teaching
Hospital; and Zaytouna Hospital. Between January and August 2025, the SAF reportedly \
arrested six health workers in four incidents, often accusing staff of links to opposing conflict G
parties. In one reported arrest, the SAF tortured and interrogated a doctor detained in Gezira on
accusations of being an RSF fighter. The fates of all six arrested health workers were not recorded.

Read the full SHCC chapter in Arabic and English. See here for methodology.

Past briefs: 05-18 August; 22 July-04 August; 08-21 July; 24 June-07 July; 10-23 June; 27 May-09 June; 13-26 May; 29
April-12 May; 15-28 April; 01-14 April; 18-31 March; 04-17 March; 18 February-03 March; 04-17 February; All

Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link:
https://bit.ly/19-31Aug2026 SDNHealth

Documented incidents
The publicly reported incidents below are not a complete nor a representative list of all incidents
that affected the provision of health care between 19-31 August 2026. The incidents below have
not been verified through ground investigations. There is a delay in reporting incidents due to our
open source verification protocol.

Early August 2026: In Gedaref state, a doctor and head of the Preliminary Committee of the
Sudan Doctors’ Trade Union was detained by Sudanese Military Intelligence while conducting
infectious disease fieldwork and transferred to Khartoum. Military authorities did not disclose the
charges or reasons for his detention. Source: Sudan Tribune

As reported on 23 August 2026: In Al-Kurmuk locality, Blue Nile state, Al-Kurmuk Hospital was

destroyed by the RSF and allied SPLM forces, rendering the facility completely out of service.
Source: Al Jazeera
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Other resources

Armed drones are an escalating threat in humanitarian settings, with their use expected to grow. Once rare, they
are now a defining feature in modern conflicts. Adapting to the growing threat of drones means rethinking security risk
measures in high-risk contexts. This practical guide by Insecurity Insight brings together current best practice and is
available in Burmese, English, French and Spanish. Individual resources:

e Outside When a Drone is Spotted: Arabic; Burmese; English; French; Spanish

e Inside a Building During a Drone Attack: Arabic; Burmese; English; French; Spanish
e Responding to Drone Attacks on Aid Work: Burmese; English; French; Spanish

e Traveling in High-Risk Areas: Burmese; English; French; Spanish

Adapted for the protection of health services based on case studies on Myanmar in English and Burmese

Drawing on ten years of systematically collected data, Still Under Attack: A Decade of Monitoring Attacks on
Health Care after the Adoption of UNSCR 2286 by Insecurity Insight documents the scale, patterns, and
consequences of attacks on health care in conflict-affected settings worldwide. Among the report's key findings:

e Over 17,500 attacks on health care were recorded between 2016 and 2025
e Over 3,860 health workers were killed and over 2,500 were arrested or detained
e Local health workers remain particularly vulnerable, accounting for more than 65% of documented health
worker killings
e The growing use of armed drones and explosive weapons is contributing to increasing damage to health
facilities and health worker killings and injuries
Based exclusively on Insecurity Insight's data collection, it highlights how violence against health care is becoming
normalised, with serious consequences for civilians, disease response and health systems. The report provides
detailed analysis of perpetrators, methods of attack and emerging risks, including the growing role of new
technologies in conflict environments. It also offers recommendations for governments, international organisations,
humanitarian actors and the diplomatic community aimed at strengthening the protection of health care and improving

accountability for violations. Full Report; Executive Summary

This document comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and access to health
care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local,
national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of
all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. Join our Sudan mailing list for
updates. Please get in touch to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported on.
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